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“=, __ Naturalto be a subscriber to WCW Magazine. 
Because if you’re not subscribing, you’re missing out on 
all the blazing full-color action and up-to-the-minute 


- ce inside information that only the official publication 
of World Championship 

: pom Presale cab prove! THREE WAYS TO 
, | ONT SUBSCRIBE! 
4 < a NN | fi ® A six-month subscription 
~~ ak FAL OUUL brings a hard-hitting 
$5 \ a Sze _ half year of posters and 
i | — . powerslams to your door 
i for just $17.70! 
© © Order a one-year 
‘ subscription and receive 
two free issues—that’s 
, a 14 months of mayhem for 
. only $35.40—a savings of 
on so. we i 17% off the regular 


subscription price! 
For WCW Merchandise Information Call: 404-885-7174 © Substribt for two years 
PO. Bat oe ie CHECK ONE: %; and get six free issues— 


Ft. Washington, PA 19034 (J) NEW SUBSCRIPTION 1) RENEWAL re that’s 30 monthly issues in 
| want to be in on all the WCW action every month! all for just $70.80 —d full 


) lam enclosing $17.70 for a six-month subscription . 
) lam enclosing $35.40 for a one-year subscription. | understand | will receive 25% savings off the regular 
subscription price! 


for a total of 14 monthly issues—a savings of 17% off the regular subscription rate! 
) Lam enclosing $70.80 for a two-year subscription. | understand | will receive 

for a total of 30 monthly issues—a savings of 25% off the regular subscription rate! 

PLUS: Each power-packed 

issue includes the famous 

WCW Magazine giant (16 x 20 ) 

CITY STATE ZIP ; : 

two-sided pester of one of 


METHOD OF PAYMENT: ‘ 
" vo 1 
OC Check or money order (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) Expi a Date: ao favorite “3 ses 
; Ney re worth the price 


LI VIGASE pe 25 es ee ee / ; 
Dy Maser and a a MO/YR ; of 2 subscription 
Prices apply to U.S. and Canada only (Canadian orders: Payment in U.S. funds only.) All other countries: $22.50 for six months, $45.00 for all by themselves! 


one year, and $90.00 for two years. For air mail to foreign countries (except Canada) add $21.00 to price for one year. Payment by int'l money | ¥ 
order in U.S. funds only. Please allow up to eight weeks before you receive your first issue, Pennsylvania residents, please add 6% sales tax 
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WHO IS 
THIS 


VENGEANCE 
GWF Feud 


VENGEANCE 
Vs. 
STALKER 


Vengeance is one of the 
GWF's most dangerous 
wrestlers. What will 
happen when he faces 
Popular favorite Stalker? 
As head Promoter of the 
GWF you'll schedule the 
big matches and find out! 


The name is Vengeance. And he wants to know if you have what it takes to 
run a wrestling federation of your own! 


Have you ever wanted the chance to be head promoter of your own wrestling 
federation? Look no further! CHAMPIONS OF THE GALAXY WRESTLING 
GAME offers you everything you'll need to run the GWF (Galactic Wrestling 
Federation). And there are over 75 wrestling stars like VENGEANCE and 
STALKER at your fingertips! 


Do you enjoy fast wrestling action, like flying leaps off the turnbuckle and 
brawls outside the ring? If so, this is the game for you. There’s no computa- 
tions or writing during matches. Just action all the way. You'll set up the big 
supercards, sign the matches, and rank contenders for the belts. You can 
even have wrestlers like VENGEANCE interfere in other matches! 


CHAMPIONS OF THE GALAXY WRESTLING GAME is played with cards, 
dice, and action charts. Each wrestler playing card features a picture of the 
wrestler on the front and game information on the back. You can play alone 
or with friends. 

CHAMPIONS OF THE GALAXY WRESTLING GAME is wrestling one hundred 
years in the future. Game fans enjoy playing so much that they keep de- 
manding new wrestlers to keep their federation as realistic as possible! 
Your chance to be head promoter of your own wrestling federation is finally 
here. Join the future of wrestling today! 


§ Check the box for the game editions you want to order: ao ; 7 a 
 () CHAMPIONS OF THE GALAXY. FIRST-TIME BUYERS — HERE’S WHERE TO START! Please send the game editions I’ve marked to: i} 
u First edition. Features Star Warrior and Thantos. Includes everything you'll need to play the i) 
| game, such as dice, action charts, instruction booklet, and 24 wrestler playing cards. Name. i 
| Games should be bought in order, beginning with this edition ........... $13.00 Total. Address | 
|_|] INVASION 2088. Features Bishop Hell...............---...--.-0005 $10.00 Total. : : | 
; [] INVASION 2089. Features the Galactic Punisher. .............0.0000. $10.00 Total, J City/State/Zip i 
r L] Winiohace Geto pes Lek cote Seaitahn scbresCisd Gabtore reeked panos a. Mail this coupon with a Allow up to 4 weeks r] 
u SEAIUTES | MBYIGIN A. ciclscg.crece 0 chy Wivrsiciern ip quvgipimele I. otal. ‘ for delivery. 
: [) WAR GAMES 2092. Features Chaos. .............-0-0.02 eee eeees $10.00 Total. check or money order to: Write to Flsinger ; 
LC] WAR GAMES 2093. Features Alpha Force. ..............0.00.000005. $10.00 Total. Filsinger Games G f f j 
(1 SUDDEN DEATH 2094. Features the New Order. ..........0e000e0 00s $10.00 Total. | PQ Box 3493 ames tora tree 
# [1] SUDDEN DEATH 2095. Features Raven..............0.0..000000055 $10.00 Total. | Jamestown. NY 14702-3493 __ lier containing 1 
8 [© REVOLUTION 2096. Features Vengeance. ............--.0.00000 00: $10.00 Total. 4 more information. a 
9) 
a BEST DEALS — First-time buyers — Get more for your money toot oto ttt tok totok tok tok i 
§' Ge game editions for $20 — SAVE $ 3 (J 6 game editions for $48 — SAVE $15 ORDERS FROM OUTSIDE THE U.S. ARE WELCOME! i 
—f o4 game editions for $35 — SAVE $ 8 L) 8 game editions for $59 — SAVE $24 All foreign orders must be paid for in U.S. currency. Overseas orders, add an | 
| CJ All 10 game editions for $68 — SAVE $35 additional 15% for postage and handling. New York orders add 7% sales tax. {J 
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We hadn’t spoken to the WCW World champion in some time, and if it were up to 
Harley Race, it would have been longer. The former football star opened up about titles, 
Sting, and the “pain game” 


yh WWF CHAMPION BRET HART: 

HE DOESN'T TAKE ANY CHALLENGE LYING DOWN 

Since winning the belt from Ric Flair, the “Hitman” has been a fighting champion. He 
has taken on every challenge and repelled them all 


=! EGOMANIA! 

WHY RIC FLAIR AND RICK RUDE CAN’T COEXIST IN WCW 

No one loves either of these men as much as they love themselves, which is probably 
why they have spent very little time in the same federation. Don’t expect that to last 


a9 NOW IT CAN BE TOLD! 

WHY PAUL BEARER SACRIFICED THE UNDERTAKER TO YOKOZUNA 
The spooky manager saw Undertaker losing his killer instinct, so he matched him 
against Yokozuna, an opponent who could restore Undertaker’s aura 


42 DON’T JERK US AROUND, HULK—ARE YOU BACK OR NOT? 
WrestleMania, then a movie. Now, WrestleMania again, then perhaps a television pilot. 
Then what? After supporting Hulk Hogan for a decade, the fans deserve to know what 
his future plans are 


7 
“_).©) SLAMBOREE ’93 
OLD-TIMERS’ DAY—WITH A TWIST 
History will meet the present at this WCW pay-per-view, the culmination of a weekend- 
long event in which fans will get to pal around with their favorites from the mat world, 
both young and not so young 


i) FROM THE DESK OF .. . Stuart M. Saks 
The pain only a father could understand 
3 BETWEEN FALLS 
Moment Of Silence; The Heck With Hulk; Doink-a-Mania 
x | 0 RINGSIDE with Bill Apter 
All the latest news as of press time 
“| 7) WIN, LOSE, OR DRAW by Andy Rodriguez 
“Jimmy Hart is the sport’s biggest phony 
‘| 4 IN FOCUS with Craig Peters 
Hulk Hogan's touching act of kindness 
1 9) THE STEEL CAGE by Bob Smith 
A call for the resurgence of women’s wrestling 
‘| 8 OFF THE TOP ROPE with Eddie Eliner 
Our most controversial columnist answers his mail 
 ) 0) OFFICIAL WRESTLING RATINGS 
“~The sport's most respected rankings 
=)*) RATINGS ANALYSIS 
a Rating the sport’s top 10 managers 
) a SCOUTING REPORTS 
“—""* Hulk Hogan, Rick Rude, Eddie Gilbert, and more! 
35 PWI CLOSE-UP: DAVEY BOY SMITH 
Accapsule profile of the “British Bulldog” 
52 ARENA REPORTS 
= The most comprehensive collection of match results anywhere 
i) 3 WRESTLING ENQUIRER 
Immediate, late-breaking news 
vf 0 PW! HOT SHOT 
Lightning strikes! 
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If you can answer the 
following questions, you 
could be the next 


$500 
winner 


Actual questions 


Which young WCW star is known as 
“The Natural’? 

1) Steve Austin 

2) Scotty the Body 

3) Dustin Rhodes 

4) Robert Redford 


Who portrayed Thunderlips in the 
film Rocky Il? 
1) Hulk Hogan 


2) Lou Albano 
3) Jesse Ventura 


4) Rick Martel Answer 7 consecutive wrestling trivia 
Which of the following wrestlers is questions correctly and you can 

“Ravishing’’? & 

2) Dusty Rhodes 

3) Rick Steamboat 

4) Rick Rude 

How did you do? 

If you're up for the challenge and PLUS: WEEKLY WINNERS receive a one-year 
want to put your wrestling knowledge subscription to Pro Wrestling Illustrated 


1) Ron Ritchie 

True or False: Jesse Ventura was a 

member of the elite Navy Seals? 

1) True 

2) False 

to work, call now and go for the $500 Weekly. The cover price value is over $100. 


CALL NOW 


1-900-2838-SLAM 


$1.49 per minute. Kids, get your parents’ permission. 


For This service is available on both 
rotary-dialed and touch-tone phones 


Wrestling Challenge Rules & Regulations 

Call as often as you like. The contest begins January 16, 1993, and continues through June 16, 1993. There ts no age restnction to participate The charge for each call 1s $1 49 per minute 
This contest is sponsored by Advanced Telecom Services and London Publishing Co. in connection with Pro Wrestling Illustrated. No purchase necessary to participate Void in MN. NJ. LA 
GA and where prohibited by law. All unclaimed prizes will be awarded via a second chance drawing. The odds of winning are dependent upon the number of entries Complete rules and mail- 
in entries are available by sending a self-addressed stamped envelope to PW TRIVIA, P.O. Box 625, Devon, PA 19333. To win. answer seven consecutive wrestling trivia questions correctly 
and you automatically qualify for the monthly drawing for one $500 winner and a weekly drawing for one winner of a one-yeer subscription to Pro Wrestling Illustrated Weekly The cover 
Price value of a one-year subscription to Pro Wrestling Illustrated Weekly is $101 40 
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HE’S BACK! 

Our May 1993 issue featured the 
cover story, “WrestleMania Without 
Hulk Hogan? Who Needs Him?” We 
knew it would cause controversy with 
some of our readers. Of course, just 
days after sending the magazine to 
press, Hogan retumed to the WWF 
and signed to appear at WrestleMania 
IX. As usual, you were quick to re- 
spond with a senes of opposing 
viewpoints. 

“T was so excited to finally enjoy a 
WrestleMania without that raving ego- 
maniac, Hulk Hogan,” wrote P.J. Ken- 
nedy of Stamford, Connecticut. “You 
can imagine my disgust when I heard 
this has-been and his bionic buddy 
were getting an unwarranted shot at 
the tag team belts.” 

Despite several letters echoing this 
sentiment, the Hulkamaniacs respond- 
ed in full force. 

“You guys at PWI think you're so 
smart,” replied Joyce McNulty of Ar- 
lington, Texas. “I can’t believe you ac- 
tually ran a story to belittle Hulk Ho- 
gan, the man who made this sport 
what it is today. Well, I guess the joke 
is on you guys. Just weeks after I 
bought your magazine, the ‘Hulkster’ 
came back to the WWF and Wrestle- 
Mania, the event he made famous. 
Hulkamania will live forever!” 


MOMENT OF SILENCE 

I just recently found out that yet 
another Von Erich has died. This 
time it was “Texas Tornado” Kerry 
Von Erich. He had been sched- 
uled to wrestle near my hometown 
on Friday, February 26, but he 
commited suicide one week be- 


PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
welcomes reader’s comments on any 
of our stories or columns. 

Send your letters to: 
BETWEEN FALLS 
Box 48 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


Letters preceded by a Oy indicate 
letters left by fans on the PW/ 
Hotline (1-900-884-4PWI; see ad 
elsewhere in this issue). 


fore. Kevin Von Erich came to 
wrestle that night and told all his 
fans that even though it was hard 
for him to bury another brother, 
we should not hang our heads. He 
said Kerry will live in our hearts 
forever. 

My heart goes out to Kevin and 


Kerry Von Erich poses with his father Fritz moments before winning the NWA World title from Ric 
Flair. This month, readers reminisce about the ‘‘Modern-Day Warrior.” 


his family. May God give them 
strength to weather this latest per- 
sonal storm. 
May Kerry Von Erich, my hero, 
rest in peace. 
VINCENT CAMARILLO JR. 
Mercedes, TX 


I am writing this letter on behalf 
of Kerry Von Erich’s tragic suicide. 
You can’t imagine the sorrow I 
feel for Doris, Fritz, and Kevin Von 
Erich. But in a way I am mad at 
Kerry for what he has done. How 
could he do this to his parents and 
his remaining brother? Doesn’t he 
care about their feelings?- Doris 
and Fritz had already been put 
through the deaths of four sons, 
two by suicide. How could he just 
take his own life without giving a 
second thought to his parents and 
his brother? 

I know this must sound cruel, 
but I am angry as hell at Kerry 
Von Erich. When I first heard 
about the incident, I buried my 
face into my hands and started to 
cry. I could not imagine the pain 
Doris and Fritz must have been 
going through. They have lost five 
sons! 

After crying for two minutes, I 
started to pound my fist against my 
pillow in a blind rage. I was so 
mad at Kerry Von Erich for doing 
what he had done, I could have 
spit nails. Why couldn’t he have 
gotten some help? Why couldn't 
he think of his parents’ feelings? 
What about his two daughters? 
Are they going to have to go 
through life without a father? Why 
didn’t Kerry think of them? 

GARY W. GRAHAM JR. 
Fort Wayne, IN 


I am whiting this letter to give 
my respect to one of the true leg- 
ends of our time. Kerry Von Erich 
was not only a former NWA 
World champion, but, to me, the 
greatest WWF Intercontinental 
champion in recent history. 

I was saddened to hear of his 


passing, but it’s nice to know he 
has gone on to a better place. We 
have lost a great champion, but 
somewhere, up there, they have 
gained a great person. Rest in 
peace, Kerry. We'll miss you. 
T. LINGARD 
Montrose, CA 


I was very sad and upset when I 
heard about Kerry Von Erich’s 
death, I just couldn’t believe that 
Kerry would commit suicide. 

The Von Erich family has been 
through so much pain over the 
years. We as fans felt as though 
the Von Erichs were a part of our 
family. I will always miss David, 
Mike, Kerry, and especially Chris 
Von Erich. I will always remember 
their glories in the ring and their 
triumphs and tragedies. I wish Do- 
nis and Fritz the best in life. I hope 
nothing happens to Kevin because 
he is the only one left to keep up 
the tradition. My heart goes out to 
Kathy, Holly, and Lacy. 

God bless you guys. The Von 
Erichs will always be the first fam- 
ily of wrestling and their memories 
will forever live on. 

CLYDIEMAE SMITH 
Attica, IN 


I was sorry to hear about the 
death of Kerry Von Erich. I always 
liked Kerry. I was happy when he 
won the NWA belt in 1984 from 
Ric Flair and the Intercontinental 
belt from “Mr. Perfect” Curt 
Hennig in 1990. We will all miss 
you, Kerry. 

MARC PECORARO 
Fairlawn, NJ 


THE HECK WITH HULK! 

He’s back! He’s hyped! He’s as 
yellow as the shirt he wears! “Cry 
Baby” Hogan, the prodigal son, 
has returned. Are we supposed to 
be impressed? 

The question raged for years: 
Who was the best, Ric Flair or 

(Continued on page 56) 


10 YEARS AGO IN PWI 
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The cover of the July 1983 issue 
featured ‘Wildfire’ Tommy Rich, 
claiming “The Burning Desire Is 
Back.” The former NWA World 
champion had fallen out of the 
NWA rankings after becoming em- 
broiled in a long and violent feud 
with Buzz Sawyer. Rich said he 
wanted to resume a normal wres- 
tling career, which meant pursuing 
NWA World champion Ric Flair. 

The centerfold featured ‘Russian 
Bear” Ivan Koloff, the unofficial 
master of chain matches. After a 
stint in the NWA, where he wres- 
tled Rich on many occasions, Koloff 
returned to the WWF under the 
management of Fred Blassie. Koloff, 
who ended Bruno Sammartino’s in- 
credible 74-year reign as WWF 
World champion, is still wrestling 
today. 

Elsewhere in the magazine: Ken 
Patera gave manager Bobby 
Heenan an ultimatum: “Get Me A 
Title Shot!” At the time, Heenan 
was also managing AWA champion 
Nick Bockwinkel ... The results of 
a PWI fan ballot revealed that near- 
ly 95 percent of the 55,000 respon- 
dents wanted to see WWF World 
champion Bob Backlund offer “Sup- 
erfly” Jimmy Snuka another title 
shot ... Editor-in-Chief Peter King 
interviewed Dusty Rhodes in an at- 
tempt to get him to admit that he 
was, in fact, The Midnight Rider. 
Rhodes denied that he was the 
masked wrestler ... Matt Brock 
took a look at Abdullah the Butch- 
er, who was appearing in Roaring 
Fire, a karate movie starring Sonny 
Chiba. 
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Big Van Vader regained the WCW World title from Sting on St. Patrick’s Day in Dublin, Ireland. 
The “Stinger” had won the belt six days earlier in London. 
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With Bill Apter 


IG VAN VADER left the United 

States as WCW World champi- 
on on March 10 and returned on 
March 18 with the belt still in tow, but 
what happened on WCW’s tour of 
the United Kingdom made wrestling 
history. 

For the first time since May 24, 
1984, when Rie Flair defeated Ker- 
ry Von Erich in Yokosuka City, Ja- 
pan, the belt changed hands on for- 
eign soil, and it happened twice. 

Sting won the World title for the 
third time on March 11 at London’s 
Wembley Arena, when he rallied from 
the brink of defeat to pin Vader. But 
six days later, in Dublin, Ireland, 
Vader capitalized on manager Hear- 
ley Race’s interference to regain the 
title and return home as champion. 

“The people in the United States 
won't know anything ever hap- 
pened,” Race said. “Vader needed a 
little rest from being champion and 
he got it at just the right time.” 

On March 11, Sting had been 
knocked to the brink of unconscious- 
ness by a series of Vader forearms 
when Vader climbed the ropes and 
prepared for his power bomb. Sting 
recovered just in time, grabbed 
Vader, and powerslammed him off 
the ropes. A stunned Vader was 
helpless, and Sting scored the pin. 

“l can’t wait to take this belt back 
to my fans in the United States,” 
Sting said. “But | still have some 
work to do.” 

Sting’s work wasn’t nearly done. 
This grueling tour, which also took 
WCW to Birmingham, Manchester, 
Aberdeen, Scotland, and Belfast, 
thrilled the U.K.’s many fans, but was 
a major test for all of the grapplers. 

It looked as if Sting would pass his 


final test on March 17 in Dublin. The 
Point Depot was packed with scream- 
ing, pro-Sting fans, and Sting re- 
sponded by dominating Vader from 
the opening bell. 

The match—and Sting’s short 
reign—turned when Vader and Sting 
collided with referee Nick Pertrick. 
With Patrick down, Race jumped into 
the ring, knocked out Sting, and 
woke up Patrick. At that point, Vader 
used his power bomb to pin Sting for 
the title. 

Sting’s six-day reign is the third 
shortest on record. Tommy Rich 
held the NWA World championship 
for only four days, from April 27 to 
May 1, 1981. 

Tragedy struck wrestling again on 
March 11, when former WWF star 
Dino Bravo died of multiple gunshot 
wounds. Bravo, 44, was killed in a 
hail of gunfire as he sat in the living 
room of his Laval, Quebec, home. 
Police found empty shell casings 
from .38-caliber and .22-caliber weap- 


ons on the floor near where Bravo, 


was sitting. 


At press time, investigators hadn't 
made any arrests or discovered the 
reason for the shooting, although po- 
lice think it might be linked to Cana- 
da’s illegal cigarette trade. Because 
of high taxes, a large black market 
on cigarettes exists in Canada. 

Police believe the shooting was the 
work of at least two men. Bravo had 
received death threats during the 
weeks prior to his murder, and Gine 
Brito—Bravo’s tag team partner in 
the 1970s—said he heard rumors 
Bravo had invested in cigarettes. 

Once known as the world’s stron- 
gest man—and certainly the world’s 
strongest wrestler—Bravo failed on 
several occasions to win the WWF 
World title from Hulk Hogan. He fin- 
ished his wrestling career as a rule- 
breaker, and in his final match lost to 
Bret Hart on April 14, 1992, in Mu- 
nich, Germany. 

Although Bravo and Brito were an 
outstanding and accomplished tag 
team, Bravo won his only World title 
with Bominie DeNueci. On March 
14, 1978, in Philadelphia, Bravo and 


Dino Bravo is dead. Shown here in a 1975 match, the Canadian Bravo was shot and killed at his home in Quebec. 


DeNucci defeated Prof. Tory Tana- 
ke and Mr. Fuji. Their reign lasted 
less than four months before it ended 


wih a loss to The Yukon 
Lumberjacks. 
Bravo leaves behind his wife, 


Diane Rivest, and a _ six-year-old 


‘daughter, €lewdiia. He is the third 


current or former wrestler to die this 
year. Andre the Giant died on Jan- 
uary 27 and Kerry Von Erich com- 
mitted suicide on February 18. 

The WCW received a much need- 
ed boost in its tag team division 
when former PNW and USWA tag 
team champions The Bruise Broth- 
ers made their entrance at a TV tap- 
ing. Rem and Don Harris, fresh off a 
violent feud with The Moondogs in 
the USWA, wasted no time targeting 
The Cole Brothers as the object of 
their scorn. 

“The Cole Brothers think they can 
get an easy ride to the top, but the 
ride is over because The Bruise 
Brothers are here,’ Bruise Brother 
Don said. “We have no interest in 

(Continued on page 54) 


Police are still investigating the murder. Bravo, a former WWF World tag team champion, was 44 
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EVER LET IT be 

said that Jimmy 
Hart doesn’t know a 
good opportunity when 
he sees one. 

Hart, perpetrator of 
some of the most devi- 
Ous acts ever seen in or 
around a wrestling ring, 
is the manager of come- 
back kids Brutus Beef- 
cake and Hulk Hogan. 
That is not news. What 
is news is that people 
are buying his act. 

Said one wrestler who 
was once managed by 
Hart: “If lying were a 
crime, Jimmy’d be Al 
Capone.” 

The suddenly pious 
Hart says he “prayed” 
he would one day wear 
the red and yellow of the 
“Hulkster.” If this was indeed 
Hart’s career aspiration, then he 
chose an odd way of reaching his 
goal. Was he waiting for Hogan to 
become a rulebreaker again? 

Look at Hart’s history and the 
skepticism is understandable. 


BY ANDY RODRIGUEZ 


He did manage Hogan once 
before, in Memphis during Ho- 
gan’s earliest days in the sport. 
The “Mouth Of The South,” see- 
ing only Hogan’s immense size 
and discounting his lack of ring 
knowledge, encouraged Hogan to 
challenge Jerry Lawler, who even 


then was “The King.” 

In a match Hogan 
would like everyone to 
forget, Lawler outclassed 
the youngster and rees- 
tablished his Memphis 
dominance. Hogan never 
returned—and never 
stopped telling friends 
how Hart screwed him. 

“It was a real sore 
spot with Hulk for a long 
time,” noted one col- 
league. “He said that 
Hart didn’t prepare him 
well, that he convinced 
him he didn’t have to 
train so hard because 
Lawler wouldn’t be much 
of a challenge. He even 
said he’d never trust that 
guy again, but things 
change, | guess.” 

They changed enough for Ho- 
gan to think there was no one 
better to lead him and Beefcake 
into battle against Money Inc. Im- 
pressed by the way Hart had in- 
tervened to save Beefcake from 
Ted DiBiase and Irwin AR. 
(Continued on page 58) 


A 


Seeing Jimmy Hart as the manager of Hulk Hoge and Brutus Beefcake (above left) is a surprise to those who 
remember how intensely Hogan and Hart have feuded over the years (above right). 
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OWN 11 OFFICIAL THEME SONGS OF THE WCW STARS! 


STING @ RON SIMMONS @ CACTUS JACK @ “RAVISHING” RICK RUDE @ FREEBIRDS @ JAKE "THE SNAKE" ROBERTS 
RICKY “THE DRAGON" STEAMBOAT @ STEINER BROTHERS @ BARRY WINDHAM @ JOHNNY B. BADD @ DUSTIN RHODES 
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POPULARITY —HERE AND ABROAD 


One of our journalistic counter- 
parts on the other side of the 
globe, Gong Magazine in Japan, 
runs an. annual popularity poll. 
Results of the latest fan voting are 
in, and they offer an interesting M 
glimpse into the minds of Japa- ys) inti eal mth i tee 
nese wrestling fans. Voting was -_ 
broken down into two categories: 
native wrestlers and foreign wres- 
tlers. Here are the results: 

Native wrestlers: 1—Mitsuhara 
Misawa; 2—Genichiro  Tenryu; 
3—The Great Muta; 4—Toshiaki 
Kawada; 5—Kenta Kobashi; 6— 
Riki Choshu; 7—Jushin Liger; 8— 
Jumbo Tsuruta; © 9—Nobuhiko 
Takada; 10—Masa Chonn; 11— 
Tsuyoshi Kikuchi; 12—4. ~suke 
Sasaki; 13—Hiroshi Hase; »4- 
Shiro Koshinaka; 15—Akira 
Maeda; 16—Ultimo Dragon; 17— Dirk Leon-Vrij; 14—Gary Albright; to appear on next year’s foreign- 
Atsushi Onita; 18—Antonio Inoki; 15—Rick Steiner; 16—Big Van ers list ... I’m surprised to see 
49—Masakatsu Funaki; 20—Akira Vader; 17—Dory Funk Jr.; 18— Hogan finish so high, considering 
Taue. Scott Steiner; 19—Bam Bam _ he barely wrestled this past year 

Foreign wrestlers: 1—Stan Bigelow; 20—Dynamite Kid. ... Ditto Ultimate Warrior 
Hansen; 2—Scott Norton; 3— Notes: Considering how highly Hansen first-place finish among 
Sting; 4—Hawk; 5—Undertaker; Japanese fans value aerial ma- foreigners marks the fourth 
6—Terry Gordy; 7—Hulk Hogan; neuvers, it’s no surprise to see straight year he’s nabbed that 
8—The Patriot; 9—Volk Han; Muta and Liger finish so high spot in this poll; he received near- 
10—Johnny Ace; 11—Ultimate among the natives; should 2 Cold ly four times as many votes as 
Warrior; 12—Steve Williams; 18— Scorpio tour Japan, look for him Norton. 


Bice 


Ultimo Dragon & Jushin Liger 
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THE “HULKSTER’S” EPITAPH FOR A LIFELONG FAN 


“T'll wrestle you in heaven.” 

That’s part of the epitaph, 
hand-written by Hulk Hogan, that 
appears on the grave marker of 
Shawn Peter Holman, a resident 
of Kent, Washington, who died on 
December 14, 1992, at the age of 
seven. 

While he never actually got a 
chance to see the matches in per- 
son, Kent “loved wrestling and he 
loved Hulk Hogan,” his father, 
Richard Holman, was quoted as 
saying in the Valley Daily News, 
“because he knew Hogan was a 
champion and he loved kids.” 


Sean, a second-grader with a 
love of karate as well as wrestling, 
had been battling leukemia tor 
three years before finally suc- 
cumbing to complications caused 
by chicken pox. 

After Sean’s death, Holman 
phoned PW/ Senior Editor Bill Ap- 
ter, who helped him get in touch 
with Hogan. The ‘‘Hulkster’ 
phoned Holman, and the two 
spoke for about 20 minutes. Ho- 
gan then sent an autographed 
photo to Holman, who gave it to 
an artist who reproduced the pho- 
to and Hogan’s inscription, which 


é 


read, ‘““To Shawn Peter Holman, | 
love you! And I'll wrestle you in 
heaven. Hulk Hogan. John 3:16” 

The inscription was cut into a 
stencil that allowed the material to 
be sand-blasted permanently onto 
the grave marker, which also in- 
cludes an image of Shawn. 

Shawn’s fellow students at Park 
Orchard Elementary School 
helped raise money for the 
marker. 

“This is something | wish 
Shawn could have seen,” Holman 
said. “To us, he will see it 
happening.” 0 
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A WORLD WITHOUT WOMEN? A few weeks ago, 
I received a letter from a very informed fan who was 
seeking information on a topic that I had almost forgot- 
ten about. 

‘*Are you folks going to ever do a magazine devoted to 
women’s wrestling?’ the writer asked. 

I wrote the fan back: ‘“‘Sorry to disappoint you, but 
women’s wrestling, at least in the United States, seems to 
be a dead issue. There just isn’t enough call for it to 
devote even a single story—let alone an entire issue of a 
magazine—to the subject.” 

Then I got to thinking. 

Hula hoops . . . eight-track tapes and LP records... 
black-and-white TV sets ... drive-in theaters ... Beta 
video recorders .. . women’s wrestling ? 

It’s bad news, but I’ve never seen the distaff side of the 
sport in worse shape than it’s in right now. The WWF 
and WCW have dropped women’s matches from their 
cards entirely. The USWA continues to feature women, 
but while watching Leslie Belanger and Lauren Davenport 
tear each other’s togs off might be fun, it’s not wrestling. 
And the most promising women’s federation, the LPWA, 
appears to be a thing of the past; they’ve been dormant 
for almost a year. 

There’s still Ladies Major League Wrestling, which pro- 
motes cards, but very infrequently. And there’s still Japa- 
nese women’s wrestling, which is hard to come by, and 
you have to have a friend who trades videos if you ever 
want to see it. 

This is really a shame, because right before the wom- 
en’s wrestling collapse started about 18 months ago, there 
were more talented female athletes plying their trades than 
at any time I could remember. The doughy, tough-acting 
lady wrestlers of the past had been phased out. The order 
of the day was great athleticism, and we were seeing the 
best female matches ever. 

It wasn’t that long ago that women’s wrestling reached 
its high-water mark. It was on February 23, 1992, that 
the LPWA presented its first pay-per-view card, Super 
16 


f es 


Terri Power won the LPWA championship from Lady X in February 
1992, but she has not defended it in the U.S. for a long time. Bob Smith 
laments the absence of quality women’s grappling, 


Ladies Showdown, at the Mavo Civic Center in Roches- 
ter, Minnesota. There were many who scoffed that the 
LPWA was too new an organization to even attempt such 
a card, but it turned out to be more exciting than many 
of the WCW and WWF pay-per-view events during that 
year! 

And what a fine card it was. Terri Power, the former 
bodybuilder, convincingly defeated tough Lady X for the 
LPWA title. (Power still holds that belt, but hasn’t de- 
fended it in the U.S. in months.) Japan’s Harley Saito 
was incredible, defeating powerful Denise Storm to win 
the first LPWA Japan title. And some of the other 
athletes on the card—including Eagle Sawai, Malia 
Hosaka, and the team of Bambi and Malia Hosaka— 


Debbie Malenko (above) is one of the most talented wrestlers—male or 
female—in the world, but American fans rarely get the chance to see 
her. Reggie Bennett (top right) says she would rather compete in Japan, 
where women wrestlers are highly respected. 

proved they were as exciting and capable as their male 
counterparts. 

And then they were gone. What happened? 

“1 loved the LPWA,” said Reggie Bennett, another 
young star who made her mark there. “‘But if that organi- 
zation or another one doesn’t present cards, we can’t 
compete, obviously. So these days, I’d rather compete in 
Japan, where our part of the sport is treated with respect 
and dignity.” 

That’s the theory of many female wrestlers these days. 
I recently watched a tape of young Debbie Malenko, the 
daughter of former star Boris Malenko, in action in Ja- 
pan. This natural athlete was remarkable, utilizing text- 
book scientific skill and incredible aerial maneuvers to 
defend her Japanese women’s title. Want to see her? It’s 
likely you never will. 

“I hate to say this, but I think that women’s wrestling 
in America is a dead issue,” said the personable Malenko, 
who competed in Florida two years ago. “I take my craft 
very seriously. 1 am a dedicated athlete who has spent 
years trying to learn this sport. If I were to return to the 
U.S., I’d be stuck in a mid-card match against a poorly 
trained opponent in a minor federation. In Japan, I’m in 
main events. I don’t have to worry about when my next 
match will be or who my opponent will be. I hate to say 
it, but I have no plans to return to the U.S., and I may 
never have to.” 

How’s that for a slap in the face? As good as the 


LPWA was—and its weekly TV show hosted by Joe 
Pedicino and Jim Cornette was one of the three best 
programs on the airwaves at the time—nobody seemed to 
watch it. When women’s matches were held at many 
arenas, they were greeted with chants of ‘“‘boring’’ and 
sexist catcalls. Are U.S. wrestling fans getting what they 
deserve? 

“This sport needs an attitude change, and quick,” said 
talented Heidi Lee Morgan, another top young female 
athlete. “Women wrestlers have progressed past the hair- 
pullers and tights-grabbers of the past. I talked to Fabu- 
lous Moolah recently, and she thinks that today’s stars are 
the most athletically gifted she’s ever seen. Unfortunately, 
the only place she gets to see them are at her own training 
camp.” 

One top female star I talked to recently told me she 
was thinking of quitting entirely. 

“?’m going back to college to get my degree in busi- 
ness,” the wrestler told me, asking that I not divulge her 
name. “If I can’t get enough work in wrestling, I might 
as well become a retail manager or something.” 

Is this sad or what? We, as fans, have to get to work. I 
think true fans want to see women’s wrestling. I know I 
do. Let’s do whatever we have to do—letter-writing, 
phone calls to the federations, or petitions—to get wom- 
en’s wrestling back in all federations. 

Promoters: We want to see Power, Morgan, Bennett, 
Magnificent Mimi, Bambi, Misty Blue Simmes, Malenko, 
Madusa Miceli, Judy Martin, Lelani Kai, and all of the 
great Japanese stars. 

But will we ever again get the opportunity? O 
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BY EDDIE ELLNER 


[Editor’s Note: The opinions ex- 
pressed in this column are those of the 
letter writers and Eddie Eliner himself. 
They do not necessarily represent the 
editorial views of this magazine.] 


if hes: BIG NEWS, of course, is 
that Missy Hyatt abandoned The 
Barbarian just days after signing him. 
My understanding is that the 300- 
pounder got a little uncomfortable 
when Missy called him “Barbie Doll’ 
anyway, Oh, well. 


Dear Mr. Ellner, 

Do you think Ric Flair stands a le- 
gitimate chance to capture another 
WCW championship despite the fact 


Despite increased competition in WCW, Ric 
Flair will find a way to win his 10th world title. 
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send your letters to: 


TOP ROPE, Box 48, Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


that talent levels have increased tenfold 
in the federation since he left? 
K.C. DARKHARTE 
Biloxi, MS 
Dear Mr. Darkharte, 

Though the Steiners’ defection great- 
ly depressed the overall talent pool, 
WCW does stand greatly improved 
from the time Flair left. Especially at 
the top, where Big Van Vader is firmly 
entrenched and a rejuvenated Paul 
Orndorff is wrestling better than ever. 
But mysterious things happen when 
Flair is concerned. I look for unexpect- 
ed lightning bolts, fatal shark attacks, 
and dangerous banana peels to some- 
how undermine the competition and, 
to answer your question, result in a 
10th world title for Ric Flair. 


Dear Mr. Ellner, 

What happened to Sid Justice? I 
haven’t heard anything from him in 
nearly a year. 

CORY NEWMAN 
Altoona, PA 
Dear Cory, 

I didn’t bother asking other editors, 
who I’m sure would say something like 
“Justice is training hard in Canada, 
planning his comeback,” -or “he is re- 
habilitating a chronic wrist injury.” 
The truth is the bark of Sid 
Justice/Vicious greatly exceeded the 
bite. I share the guilt in promoting the 
impostor as the second coming of King 


If you wish to contribute to Eliner’s mailbag, 


Kong, when in reality he more closely 
resembled Bill Apter’s breath: danger- 
ous but non-toxic. 


Dear Eddie, 

It’s been a lifelong dream of my 
best friend, Amy Duncan, to meet Bret 
Hart, Shawn Michaels, and Brutus 
Beefcake. Her birthday is March 17 


t bard 
Sid Justice’s piledriver is impressive, but his te- 
nacity and desire are questionable. He never 
should have been touted as a Superman. 
and she is going to have a party some- 
time later in the month. I was wonder- 
ing if any of those wrestlers might 
show up and surprise her. Please re- 
spond as quickly as possible and I'll 
give you further details. 
SANDY FECHER 
Canton, OH 
(Continued on page 66) 


60 WEAR-DOWN HOLDS 


AIRPLANE SPIN OUR 7TH YEAR OF EXCITING PLAY-BY-MAIL ACTION! 


ARMBAR 


= CLIMB INTO THE RING 
=~ | WITHOUT GETTING OUT OF YOUR CHAIR. 


BODY TACKLE 


CHICKEN WING 

CHOKE 

CLAW 

CLOTHESLINE ; 2 


. CROSS BODY BLOCK 


Longe HANDLE * Pick your own 15-hold strategy! Create and manage For your $5 sign-up fee, you 
EAGLE SPLIT ¢ Create your own special finishing your own wrestler as receive: 

; EIBOW SMASH hold! you compete against —1.._ Eniry into the |WA. 

” FACE Site * New leagues continuously players from all over 2. The Official |WA Handbook. 
FIREMAN S CARRY RAM reaming) q a the world! 3. IWA Membership Card. 

. FLYI e it tt : - 
"RYINGCIOTHESINE | pool oT Win great prizes and = chs sig . poche end 
- FLYING DROP KICK Sea scm te, aio: awards! + Record book for your matc 
" FLYING ELBOW DROP | * “World Champion” & “King of the results. 

. FLYING HEAD BUTT Ring” Championship Belts award- 6. Your first match FREE! 


. FLYING MARE 
FOREARM SMASH ed at the end of each cycle! 


bop abd be ieee 


Sa 
= SOBNFARON-—S0OEN 


. FOREIGN OBJECT 4 ‘ To join the IWA, 
. FULL NELSON até s complete this application 
. GIANT SWING 


. GRAPEVINE : : . 
HAIR PULLING ® Special features include: ladies 


: form and send it with your 


$5.00 


one-time sign-up fee to: 
TM 


yf 
‘ HAMMERIOCK leagues, tag-team leagues, . 
‘ & 
"HEAD STOMP and much, much more! yy Ca 
" HEART PUNCH <& : 

. HIP ROLL 

IRISH WHIP 

eee WERE gy ¥ 
. MANAGER E€ — cm NG Imaginary Wrestling 


INTERFERENCE FA) 
Association 


, MONKEY FLIP 


_ OVERHEAD TOSS 
” POLE RAM Fox 5279 


" REVERSE CHINLOCK »* Willowick, Ohio 
" ROLLING SCISSORS 9 ‘ 44095 

- ROPE BURN = 

" SAVATTE KICK 

~ SHOULDER BREAKER 

: A _ 2 

- SUNGSHOT 4 Don’t miss 
- SEROVER TOE HOLD “ "a aeorner 
. SUPLEX , 4 oe), of 

’ SURFBOARD “fe rea 

. TURNBUCKLE SMASH wrestling 
_ WRISTLOCK action! 


30 SET-UP HOLDS Sign up 


_ ABDOMINAL STRETCH today! 
"ATOMIC DROP 
"AVALANCHE 

" BACKBREAKER 
 BACKROLL PRESS 
" BELLY TO BELLY 

" BIG SPLASH 

* BOSTON CRAB 

" BRAIN BUSTER 

‘ BULLDOG 
CAMEL CLUTCH 
" COBRA CLUTCH 


~ 
\ 
f 


# 


‘a 
a 


~ 
I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

‘ 


Wear-Down Holds: choose 10 from the list of 60 shown | 
NAME [PLEASE PRINT) at left. List them in order. Use each only once. 


ADDRESS 


: cy STATE 
. FLYING LEG DROP 

. GOURD BUSTER 

. INDIAN DEATH LOCK 
. NECKBREAKER 

. PILEDRIVER 

. POWER BOMB 

. POWER SLAM 

. RUSSIAN SICKLE 

. SLEEPER 

. SUNGSHOT SUPLEX 
. SMALL PACKAGE 

. SPINE BUSTER 

. SUNSET FLIP 

. SUPERPLEX 


I wish to join —______ _______ ________ Set.jp Holds: choose 5 from the list of 30 shown at left. 
NEWLEAGUE ACTIVE LEAGUE NOFREFERENCE List them in order. Use each only once. 


WRESTLERS NAME [NO ACTUAL PRO WRESTLER NAMES, PLEASE] ] 2 3 4 5 


WRESTLER'S HEIGHT WRESTLER'S WEIGHT Finishing Hold: create “custom” final maneuver or choose 
a hold from either list shown at left. Limit the length to 20 
MANAGER'S NAME (IF NOT YOU) letters and spaces: 


WRESTLER’S SPECIAL GIMMICK PWIio06s3 FINISHING HOLD 
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PWI's 
TOP 10 


Paul Orndorff 


wew 
World Champion: 
BIG VAN VADER 
(C) 404, Denver, CO 
1—DUSTIN RHODES 
(1) 254, Austin, TX 
2—STING 
(2) 260, Venice Beach, CA 
3—PAUL ORNDORFF 
(4) 253, Brandon, FL 
4—BARRY WINDHAM 
(5) 263, Sweetwater, TX 
5—DAVEY BOY SMITH 
(-) 245, Leeds, Engfand 
6—RICK RUDE 
(-) 246, Robbinsdale, MN 
7—VAN HAMMER 
(-) 290, New York, NY 
8—2 COLD SCORPIO 
(8) 222, Denver, CO 
9—MAXX PAYNE 
(-) 350, lowa City, IA 
10—CACTUS JACK 
(3) 304, Truth or Cons., NM 
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ILLUSTRATED 


TOP 10 TAG TEAMS 
BRET HART STEVE AUSTIN | & BRIAN PILLMAN 
(2) WWE World champion (2) WCW World tag team cha 
BIG VAN VADER MONEY INC. 
404, Denver, CO Pe tae wei ne a pounds 
(1) WCW World champion (4) WWF team cha 
STING RICK & SCOTT T STEINER 
260, vee Beach, CA ad ete weight: 483 pounds 
(9) No. 2 contender: WCW title (5) No. 1 contenders: WWF tag title 
DUSTIN RHODES RICK ‘STEAMBOAT & SHANE DOUGLAS 
254, Austin, TX Tifecderg weight: 461 pounds 
(3) WCW U.S. champion (1) No. 1 contenders: WCW tag title 
PAUL ORNDORFF THE HEADSHRINKERS 
253, Brandon, FL Combined weight: 520 pounds 
(-) WCW TV champion (6) No. 2 contenders: WWF tag title 
THE | UNDERTAKER THE HEAVENLY BODIES 
Dallas, TX Combined weight: 445 pounds 
No. 2 contender: WWF title (7) Smoky Mountain tag team champions 
TERRY LAWLER THE MOONDOGS 
. 234, Memphis, TN Combined weight: 663 pounds 
a, (7) USWA cha (-) USWA tag team cha’ 
; BARRY WINDHAM 2 COLD SCORPIO & MARCUS BAGWELL 
263, Sweetwater, TX Combined weight: 460 pounds 
(-) NWA champion (-) No. 2 contenders: WCW tag title 
BAM BAM BIGELOW THE BRUISE BROTHERS 
368, Mt. Laurel, NJ Combined weight: 560 pounds 
(-) No. 3 contender: WWF title (-) No. 3 contenders: WCW tag title 
1 JEFF JARRETT 1 HULK HOGAN & BRUTUS BEEFCAKE 
220, Hendersonville, TN Combined weight: 573 pounds 
(-) USWA Southern (-) No. 3 contenders: WWF tag 
WWF GLOBAL USWA 
World Champion: North American Champion: USWA Champion: 
BRET HART STEVIE RAY JERRY LAWLER 
(C) 235, Calgary, Alberta (-) 265, Dallas, TX (C) 234, Memphis, TN 
1—SHAWN MICHAELS 1—CALVIN KNAPP 1—JEFF JARRETT 
(1) 220, San Antonio, TX (-) 231, Dallas, TX (2) 220, Hendersonville, TN 
2—THE UNDERTAKER 2—BLACK BART 2—DAN DAVIS 


(4) 320, parts unknown 
3—YOKOZUNA 

(2) 505, Samoa 
4—TATANKA 

(3) 260, Miami, FL 
5—GIANT GONZALES 

(-) 435, Argentina 
6—DOINK 

(9) 236, parts unknown 
7—BAM BAM BIGELOW 

(-) 368, Mt. Laurel, NJ 


8—LEX LUGER 
(-) 290, Chicago, IL 


(5) 261, Pampa, TX 
3—CHRIS ADAMS 

(3) 228, Stratford, UK 
4—JOHN TATUM 

(2) 236, Hollywood, CA 
5—ROD PRICE 

(C) 265, Los Angeles, CA 
6—KILLER BROOKS 

(10) 284, Waxahachie, TX 
7—MIKE DAVIS 

(1) 243, Tampa, FL 


8—TERRY SIMMS 
(-) 220, San Francisco, CA 


9—BOB BACKLUND 9—CHAZ TAYLOR 
(5) 242, Princeton, MN (-) 225, Dallas, TX 

10—SKINNER 10—STEVEN DANE 
(10) 236, Tampa, FL (-) 232, Dallas, TX 


(7) 238, Nashville, TN 
3—EDDIE GILBERT 

(-) 236, Lexington, TN 
4—BRIAN CHRISTOPHER 

(1) 230, Memphis, TN 
5—MASTER OF TERROR | 

(3) 235, parts unknown 
6—MISS TEXAS 

(-) 130, Atlanta, GA 
7—T.D. STEEL 

(-) 250, parts unknown 
8—).C. ICE 

(-) 230, Memphis, TN 
9—ROCK 'N’ ROLL PHANTOM 

(6) 245, parts unknown 


10—RANDY SAVAGE 
(-) 245, Sarasota, FL 
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MOST POPULAR MOST HATED For period ended March 17, 1993 
Thin... wee 
Last Issue: No. 1 Most Popular Last Issue: No. 4 Most Hated aera CUMULATIVE RATINGS sis 
fatings are based on issues i 
BRET HART 2 \OKOZUNA have examined our ratings for each of those issues—in our Top 10: and 
220, Colaly, Alberia 508, Sarna 4 Tag Team categories only-—and assigned each position a point value: 
Last Issue: No. 2 Most Popular Last issue: No. 1 Most Hated 10 points for a number-one rating, nine for a number-two ranking, and 
THE UNDERT ‘AKER BARRY WINDHAM so on down to one point for a number-10 rating. The point values ae 
1 anaes, ' er, wrestlers in thi 10 issues have been compiled, allowing a } 
Last issue: No. 4 Most Popular Last issue: No. 2 Most Hated mum of 100 ising Each issue we'll present the top five finishers in 
CURT HENNIG DOINK each category. While our regular ratings reflect the past month, these 
235, Minneapolis, MN 236, paris unknown cumulative ratings give an indication of wider trends in the sport. 
Last issue: No. 3 Most Popular Last Issue: No. 3 Most Hated 
ee emai et 
Last Bae leey 5 Most Popular 1 ast rite ty Embed 1—BRET PAA is ccacarevacchcisiacdctatistitesvasttinscen points 
DUSTIN RHODES TONY ANTHONY Z—RICK RUDE cesccsssessesssssseseossorsnaseseenreaeense DS POints 
, Austin, , Bu A 
Last psec No. 6 Most Popular Last Fabs IG 6 Most Hated 3—RANDY SAVAGE Gummer ee points 
HULK HOGAN BRIAN CHRISTOPHER 4—RON SIMMONS Me points 
7 .! $ mn) # — Qvoenssanesesane 
Last rhb t J Last ‘sath No. 7 Most Hated 5 BIG VAN VADER SURGSCES HRS e SE SeReeeE points 
unica ee a “os 
Last nae ace Last talons poco 1—MONEY INC, asacriabidoadaspigasaasncanencurnspivennnina points 
2 .COLD SCORPIO KEVIN SULLIVAN 2—RICK & SCOTT STEINER .scssssseesessressneee 4 points 
Last apustiaenbad Last eae No. 9 Most Hated 3—NATURAL DISASTERS sca aadaah @haspaah cianunseuser points 
1 BOB BACKLUND 19x PAYNE 4—GORDY & WILLIAMS.....cscsssstnecnn 40 points 
Last issue: No. 7 Most Popular cast Noseocrewetea 5—STEAMBOAT & DOUGLAS ....ccssss 37 points 
SMOKY MOUNTAIN IWCCW Sie ats Ree es 7 
- 5 7 champion—The Sandman; 1—Jimmy Snuka; 2—Don Muraco; 
Smoky Mountain Champion: IWCCW Champion: 3—Tery Funk; 4—Salvatore Bellomo; 5—Rockin’ Rebel; 6—Johnny Hot Body; 
TONY ANTHONY TITLE VACANT 7—Glenn Osbourne; 8—Ivan Koloff; 9—J.T. Smith; 10—Tommy Cairo. 


OFFICIAL RATINGS 


Top 10 and Tag Team ratings are based on won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and inherent skill of 
each wrestler or team. These ratings are compiled by the magazine’s editorial board. Most Popular and Most Hated ratings 
are based on nationwide telephone and arena surveys of wrestling fans and on the volume and character of mail that comes 
to our offices. All other ratings are based on the official current positions of challengers to the top title in each category; 
certain titleholders receive an automatic spot in the ratings. The number in parentheses indicates a wrestler’s position in that 
category last issue; (-) indicates that the wrestler was not rated in that category last issue, while (C) indicates the wrestler was 

champion in that category last issue. 


(C) 235, Bucksnort, TN 

1—BOBBY EATON 

(5) 245, Huntsville, AL 
2—TRACEY SMOTHERS 

(2) 227, Atlanta, GA 
3—TIM HORNER 

(1) 235, Morristown, TN 
4—BRIAN LEE 

(3) 251, Los Angeles, CA 
5—NIGHTSTALKER 

(4) 306, parts unknown 
6—KILLER KYLE 

(7) 303, Atlanta, GA 
7—ARN ANDERSON 

(-) 249, Minneapolis, MN 


8—MONGOLIAN STOMPER 


(-) 260, Mongolia 
9—JIMMY GOLDEN 
(-) 255, Montgomery, AL 


10—RENO RIGGINS 
(9) 228, Las Vegas, NV 


To be determined in tourney 

1—JOE SAVOLDI 

(1) 220, Parsippany, NJ 
2—JIMMY DEO 

(2) 301, Blandon, PA 
3—TASMANIAC 

(3) 245, Tasmania 
4—L.A. GORE 

(4) 288, Los Angeles, CA 
5—TOMMY DREAMER 

(5) 245, Yonkers, NY 
6—NIKOLAI VOLKOFF 

(6) 280, Moscow, Russia 
7—THE NINJA 

(7) 277, Japan 
8—EL DIABLO 

(8) 246, Tocula, Mexico 
9—JOHNNY WILDSIDE 

(9) 285, parts unknown 


10—COUSIN LUKE 
(10) 336, Mud Lick, KY 


NEWAS ICWA champion—Cuban Assassin; 1—Mr. Nice; 2—Brett Sawyer; 
3—Mr. Mickey Jay; 4—Jim Backlund; 5—The Surgeon General; 6—Mark Starr; 
7—Big Bill Tyree; 8—Mad Bill Pain; 3—The Stormtrooper; 10—Mr. Electricity. 
NWF: IWF champion—titie vacant; 1—Hercules Hernandez; 2—The Possessor; 
3—Chubby M.C.; 4—Greg Valentine; 5—Cliff Anderson; 6—Rob Van Dam; 7— 
Chris Proctor; 8—Kendall Windham; 9—Nuclear Assassin; 10—Billy Brooks. 


PWAS PWA champion—The Hater, 1—Charlie Norris; 2—Brad Rheingans; 
3—Lightning Kid; 4—The Punisher; 5—Randy Gusto; 6—Tommy Ferrara; 7— 
Steve Berg; 8—Derrick Dukes; 9—Larry Cameron; 10—Billy Blaze. 


PW: PWF champion—talian Stallion; 1—George South; 2—Flaming Youth; 
3—Crue! Connection |I; 4—Austin Steele; 5—Scotty McKeever; 6—Russian As- 
sassin; 7—Killdozer; 8—Star Ryder; 9—Gentleman James; 10—Mad Dog. 


USA: USA TV champion—Col. DeBeers; 1—Jimmy Snuka; 2—Bart Sawyer, 
3—Jesse Barr; 4—Hercules; 5—Max Steele; 6—The Polynesian Prince; 7—John 
Rambo; 8—A! Madril; 9—Buddy Wayne; 10—C.W. Bergstrom. 

WINS WIN champion—A.C. Golden; 1—AJ. Fritzoid; 2—Chris Candido; 3— 
Agent Orange; 4—Pain; 5—The Spider; 6—Nick Tarentino; 7—Adrian Hall; 8— 
Morgus the Maniac; 9—Lightning Kid; 10—Ricky Blues. 

WWE: WWC Universal champion—Carlos Colon; 1—Invader |; 2—La Ley; 
3—Mr. Hughes; 4—The Equalizer; 5—Rex King; 6—Mohammad Hussein; 7— 
Ray Gonzalez; 8—El Vigilante; 9—Victor Jovica; 10—Solid Gold 14 Karat, 
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RATINGS ANALYSIS 


Every month, this column will tell fans how we go about 
rating over 200 wrestlers in 20 different categories. It is a 
behind-the-scenes look at the most important—and 
respected—ratings system in the sport. This column is vital 
reading for all wrestling fans. 


Managing a new top 10. When Hulk Hogan and 
Brutus Beefcake announced that they had hired Jimmy 
Hart as their new manager, it sent shock waves 
through the sport. Since that earth-shattering procla- 
mation took place, we figured it was a good a time as 
any to rate the top 10 managers in wrestling for the 
period ending March 12: 


TOP 10 MANAGERS 
1—HARLEY RACE 

WCW World champion Big Van Vader 
2—MR. FUJI 

Yokozuna 
3—JIMMY HART 

Hulk Hogan, Brutus Beefcake 
4—JIM CORNETTE 

SMW tag champions The Heavenly Bodies 
5—BERT PRENTICE 

Brian Christopher, Mike Samples 
6—HARVEY WIPPLEMAN 

Giant Gonzales 
7—RICHARD LEE 

USWA tag team champions The Moondogs 
8—RON WRIGHT 

SMW champion “Dirty White Boy” Tony Anthony 
9—PAUL BEARER 

The Undertaker 
10—HUNTER Q. ROBBINS III 

ECW/WWA tag champions The Super Destroyers 


Bubbling under: Slick (Kamala), Nasty Ronnie (Mongo- 
lian Stomper), Gaston B. Means (The Bad Breed), Afa 
(The Headshrinkers). 

Analysis: Race now ranks as the top manager in the 
sport, as well as a manager of champions: He’s led 
both Vader and Lex Luger to the WCW World title ... 
Fuji, an also-ran ring general in years past, has re- 
bounded in a big way with Yokozuna, the sport's top 


new star ... We can't 
_ believe that Hart man- 
ages Hogan and Beef- 
cake, either. Only time 
will tell if his intentions 
are truly honorable ... 
Cornette remains a focal 
point for the sport, re- 
cently leading Tom 
Prichard, Stan Lane, and 
Bobby Eaton into WCW. 
However, the “Louisville 
Slugger” has been hav- 
ing a hard time keeping 
his trio harmonious ... 
The rotund Prentice is 
clearly the most power- 
ful manager in the 
USWA, with his prime 
jewel being Christopher, 
a true young superstar 
... Gonzales is suddenly 
: - a feared man, and he 
Paul Bearer should thank the wily 
Wippleman for turning his fortunes around ... Lee’s 
new Moondogs of Spot and Splash are constantly in 
the hunt for the USWA tag team title, but Ron and 
Don Harris have proven to be formidable opposition 
... Wright, the wheelchair-bound (by choice!) leader of 
Anthony, has kept his man on top of Smoky Mountain 
since August of 1992 ... Robbins has pulled off a rare 
coup: He’s led his massive tag team, The Super De- 
stroyers, to titles in two different federations. 
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Write! Right? Care to comment on our manager 
ratings or other aspects of our rankings? Send your 
mail to: “Ratings Analysis,” c/o Pro’ Wrestling Illustrat- 
ed, Box 48, Rockville Centre, NY 11571. O 


Fans throughout the wrestling world agree: 


PACKED WITH 
INFORMATION! 


Each weekly issue contains the latest 
news and gossip, a calendar of 
upcoming cards throughout North 
America, “Yay & Nay” and “Who's Hot, 
Who’s Not” columns, “Wrestler of the 
Week” and “Match of the Week” 
features, plus “Steve Anderson’s View” 
(wrestling’s best political cartoon), 
ratings, trivia questions, “Transactions,” 
a lively editorial, “This Week In 
History,” ‘Reporters’ Notebook,” and 
an extensive collection of match results! 
You get all of this—each and every 
week!—in a bold newsletter format that 
keeps you on top of today’s wrestling 
news today! 


is the place to go for the most 
complete coverage of the sport 


available anywhere! [7 ouan't believe 
FIRST WITH THE NEWS all the results 
around the worl 


Because PWI Weekly comes out every week, all the 
news is as fresh as can be. You'll be the first to know 
about the title changes, the big match signings, the 
triumphs, and the tragedies throughout the entire 
wrestling world! 


K 
Jess than a Wee 
_J.S., Los Angeles 
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news comes suo | STILL NOT SURE? 

Cr “TES Slowly to Want to try a sample issue of PWI Weekly before 
Sree P you subscribe? No problem! Just send us $1.95 and 
ee : we'll send you a copy of PWI Weekly hot off the 

Y1S so up-to- press. We’re certain that once you see all the news, 


date, it’s amazing!” 
—Y.R., London 


features, and information packed into our newsletter, 
you'll want to become a subscriber to wrestling’s 

fastest-growing phenomenon! (Sorry, no credit cards 
accepted for single-copy orders.) 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 


PWI Weekly is cover-priced at $1.95 per issue, and we 
offer you three big ways to save: 

© 17 weekly issues for just $27.99, a 16% savings 
off the cover price 

@ 34 weekly issues for just $49.99, a 25% savings 
off the cover price 

@52 weekly issues for just $69.99, a 31% savings 
off the cover price 


PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED WEEKLY 


Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


Please indicate method of payment: 


(JCheck or money order 


(enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 


Expiration Date: _/ 


ALL THE NEWS—FAST AND FIRST 


Yes! I want to be in on the excitement! Please send me a 
subscription to PWI Weekly as follows: 


CONEW 1 17 weekly issues for just $27.99, a 16% savings 
ORENEWAL C1 34 weekly issues for just $49.99, a 25% savings 
(] 52 weekly issues for just $69.99, a 31% savings 


OTd like to see a sample copy before I subscribe. Enclosed 
please find a check or money order for $1.95. 


NAME 
— ADDRESS APT 
iar ee a CITY STATE ZIP 


Offer good in U.S. and Canada only. Foreign airmail orders: $2.70 for single issue; 
$44.99 for 17 issues; $83.99 for 34 issues; $110.99 for 52 issues. Int'l money orders only. 


MO/YR 


AVAILABLE BY SUBSCRIPTION ONLY! 


SPECIAL NOTE TO BRITISH FANS: PW/ Weekly is available by subscription in the U.K. exclusively from “‘Turnbuckles 
UK.” For details, send S.A.E. to PO Box 278, Maidstone, Kent, ME156GE. 


HOMETOWN: Argentina 
HEIGHT: 7’7” 

WEIGHT: 435 

YEARS AS PRO: 3 
RATING: No. 5 in WWF 


STRENGTHS: 
® Intimidation. Massive appear- 


WEAKNESSES: 


HOMETOWN: Venice Beach, CA 
HEIGHT: 6’8” 

WEIGHT: 285 

YEARS AS PRO: 14 

RATING: unrated 


STRENGTHS: WEAKNESSES: 


, ance and monstrous demeanor ter- 


rifies opponents. 

@ Athleticism. Former hoops star 
has the tools, but they have to be 
developed. 

@ Killer instinct. Attitude change 


@ Rigid. Clumsiness and lack of 
agility make him an easy target. 


@ Limited repertoire. Relies mere- 


ly on the clawhold and chokehold. 
@ Past failures. Must resolve the 
stigma of his disappointing stint in 
wcw. 


@ Rejuvenated. Time away from 
the ring has helped him. 

@ Quicker. Has lost extra bulk 
and appears more streamlined. 

@ Reputation. Still maintains an 
intimidating aura. 


® Distracted. Home life and Hol- 
lywood have taken away from abil- 
ity to concentrate. 

@ Reliving old glory. His 1984 
mind will tell his 1993 body to do 
things it may not be able to. 


has been instilled by Harvey 
Wippleman. 


OTHER COMMENTS: The tallest man in wrestling history . . . Was a 
fan favorite in WCW, but those days seem long ago. . . Wrestled Ric Flair 
for the WCW World title in 1991 . . . Has made a habit of interfering in 
battle royals and emptying the ring. 


OUTLOOK FOR '93: Gonzales’ success may depend upon the outcome 
of his match against The Undertaker at WrestleMania. If he won, he could 
go on to become a world champion. If he lost, he could become just anoth- 
er big man who didn’t have the tools to succeed. 


@ Predictable arsenal. Still has not 
added anything new to repertoire. 


OTHER COMMENTS: Four-time WWF World champion may have his 

first tag team title by the time you read this . . . Returned after a 10-month 
hiatus to help Brutus Beefcake avenge a horrible beating . . . Still no word 
on whether he is back for good. 


OUTLOOK FOR '93: Even after a long break, Hogan is still among the 
federation’s finest. It will be interesting to see if the ‘“Hulkster’’ is able to 
thrive in the WWF, where the emphasis now seems to be on smaller, tech- 
nically skilled wrestlers. It’s hard to envision Hogan not going after his 
fifth world title. 


HOMETOWN: 

Truth or Consequences, NM 
HEIGHT: 6’4” 

WEIGHT: 277 

YEARS AS PRO: 10 
RATING: No. 10 in WCW 


STRENGTHS: 

® Crazy. Absolute fearlessness in- 
timidates foes. 

® Crazy. Willing to take two (or 
three or four) blows to get in one. 
® Crazy. Lack of attention to diet 
has provided ample padding for 


WEAKNESSES: 

@ Crazy. Reckless style has 
brought on countless injuries. 

® Crazy. Hitting foes with shovels 
and garbage cans is costing him 
victories. 

® Crazy. Fan favorites’ lack of 


STRENGTHS: 

© Focused. Sets a goal of destruc- 
tion and achieves it. 

® Versatile. Has always excelled 
in both singles and tag teams. 

@ A pro’s pro. Conducts himself 
professionally both in and out of 


HOMETOWN: Minneapolis, MN 
HEIGHT: 6’ 

WEIGHT: 249 

YEARS AS PRO: 11 

RATING: No. 7 in SMW 


WEAKNESSES: 

@ Poor eyesight. Can’t wear his 
glasses during battle. 

@ Loyal to a fault. Subservience 
to Ric Flair holding him back. 

® Knee injury. Questions remain 
about his ability to bounce back. 


tough falls. trust in him destroys allegiances. 


OTHER COMMENTS: The unofficial master of falls-count-anywhere 
matches, although he did lose such a match to Sting at Beach Blast 92. . . 
Turned his back on rulebreaking at Clash of the Champions XXI, interfer- 
ing on behalf of Sting and Dustin Rhodes in the Thundercage match. 


OUTLOOK FOR '93: Most thought Jack had come to his senses when he 
became a fan favorite, but it is obvious he is just as nuts as ever. It would 
be nice to see him pursue a title instead of meaningless feuds that can only 
serve to shorten his fascinating career. 


HOMETOWN: Lexington, TN 
HEIGHT: 5’10” 

WEIGHT: 222 

YEARS AS PRO: 16 
RATING: No. 3 in USWA 


STRENGTHS: 
®@ Master of deception. Breaks the 
rules and gets away with it better 


WEAKNESSES: 
® Social misfit. Gets along with 
no one, including his brother, 


the ring. 


OTHER COMMENTS: Has had a rough stretch recently, watching both 
his partnership and friendship with Bobby Eaton dissolve . . . Resurfaced 
in Smoky Mountain, siding with The Rock ’n’ Roll Express and feuding 
with Eaton. . . In WCW, has talked of the reformation of The Four 
Horsemen. 


OUTLOOK FOR '93: Anderson is at a crossroads. He can pursue Eaton 
in Smoky Mountain or join Flair in WCW. Bet on the latter. Given his ex- 
perience with the Horsemen and The Dangerous Alliance, no one in the 
history of the federation has been more comfortable within a rulebreaking 
stable. 


HOMETOWN: Minneapolis, MN 
HEIGHT: 6’8” 

WEIGHT: 291 

YEARS AS PRO: 9 

RATING: unrated 


STRENGTHS: 
@ “Razor’s Edge.’’ This power 
bomb variation is an awesome 


WEAKNESSES: 
@ Underachiever. Has done very 
little with plenty of skills. 


than anyone. 

® “Hot shot.” Slingshot guillo- 
tine is a fantastic finisher. 

® Student of the game. Watches 
tapes, scouts opponents, and idol- 
izes old-timers. 


Doug. 

@ Obsession with Jerry Lawler. 
Wants to be “The King,”’ but 
can’t. 

@ Vulnerable neck. Chronic inju- 
ry causes him pain and provides 


finisher. 

@ Unflappable. Oozes confidence 
and plays prematch mind game as 
well as anyone in the sport. 

® Street fighter. Experience in 
WWC toughened him up. 


®@ Overaggressive. Often charges 
into traps against defense-minded 
foes. 

@ Knee injury. He never thought 
he could be hurt, and now is a bit 
tentative. 


easy target for foes. 


OTHER COMMENTS: Has jumped around over the past year, wrestling 
in the GWF, the USWA, and Germany . . . Engaged in a bloody battle 
with Terry Funk in Wayne, New Jersey, at the end of last year. . . Still an 
expert fireball thrower, as his brother recently discovered. 


OUTLOOK FOR ’93: Although he has the skills and experience, don’t ex- 
pect Gilbert to make the jump to the WWF or WCW. He is much happier 
being a big fish in a smaller pond. Look for Gilbert to win the USWA 
heavyweight title, touching off a violent feud with nemesis Lawler. 


OTHER COMMENTS: Before becoming Ramon, competed as The Dia- 
mond Studd in WCW and Scott Hall in the AWA. . . Held the AWA tag 
team title with Curt Hennig in 1986. He and Hennig are now mortal ene- 
mies. . . Has victories over Bret Hart and Randy Savage to his credit. 


OUTLOOK FOR ’93: After coming into the WWF like gangbusters last 
summer, Ramon’s momentum has slowed. He needs something to create 
the spark that could lead him to the World title. A victory over a top-notch 
opponent like Hennig or Bob Backlund could be the tonic. 


Convincing victories over Sting have convinced a majority of fans that Big Van Vader is a WCW 


World champion capable of dominating anyone he encounters. 


VER THE PAST year, WCW fans have seen the reigns 

of two of their favorite World champions ended by 
one man. That man is Big Van Vader, and from Tokyo to 
Peachtree Street, he’s one of the most feared bad men in 
the sport. 

The 404-pound bruiser from Denver, Colorado, won his 
first WCW World title last July 12, when he manhandled 
Sting. Months earlier, Vader had broken Sting’s ribs in a 
brutal assault. 

Three weeks later in Baltimore, Ron Simmons upset Vader 
for the title. Vader lost the belt under controversial condi- 
tions. He was scheduled to wrestle Sting, who was injured 
and unable to wrestle. 

Manager Harley Race, a seven-time former NWA World 
champion, seemed to be the only person on Vader's side in 
the months ahead. Simmons’ reign was celebrated while 
Vader tried in vain to regain the title. He finally did it on 
December 30, pinning Simmons following a 
shoulderbreaker. 

At SuperBrawl III on February 21, Vader defeated Sting in 
the “White Castle Of Fear” strap match. The title wasn’t on 
the line, but pride was. Despite suffering a concussion, 
Vader defeated his most bitter rival. 

Vader has never been one to let a little scratch or bruise 
get in his way. He is a fearless man who seemingly never 
feels pain. The WCW hasn’t had a dominant World champi- 
on for a long time. Vader might be the man. 

In mid-March, PWI’s Dave Rosenbaum, Eddie Ellner, and 
Craig Peters traveled to Atlanta for a long-sought after inter- 
view with Vader. Race had been blocking all interview re- 
quests and finally relented when Peters agreed to place 
Ellner on the interview team. Race was present during the 
interview. 
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HARLEY RACE: Before you guys start, I’m going to set some 
ground rules. 

CRAIG PETERS: You're not going to set anything, Race. The 
terms of this interview were decided before we ever came 
down here, and if you had anything else to say, you 
should’ve said it then. We made an agreement. Are you a 
gentleman, Race? 

RACE: Don’t mess with me, Peters. Fine, have it your way, but 
I don’t want you and Rosenbaum hogging up the interview. If 
Ellner doesn’t ask questions, we're going to get up and leave. 
DAVE ROSENBAUM: Nobody's ever found a way to keep 
Ellner from asking questions and | don’t think anyone ever 
will. How about it, Eddie? Feel like asking the first question? 
EDDIE ELLNER: Sure, \'ll shoot first. Vader, what are the 
cultural implications of your two title reigns? You were very 
successful in Japan and now you've carried over your suc- 
cess to the United States. What does that mean? 

PETERS: What a question! 

RACE: Let him answer it. 

ELLNER: Well? 


BIG VAN VADER: \t means Every issue reporters 
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that no matter where | go, 


Vin still: 'the most powerful from PRO WRESTLING 
and dominant man in the ILLUSTRATED will 

game. It doesn’t matter where participate in an incisive 
you take it, true greatness al- press conference with a 
ways travels. I’ve never been top wrestling star. The 
in a federation or a country questions will be 

where I couldn’t just pick and demanding. And the 
choose who | wanted to beat, 4 

and it’s not any different here. answers will reveal the 
Simmons held the belt for so innermost thoughts of 
long because he ducked me. the giants of the sport 


PETERS: What? 
RACE: Next question. 
PETERS: \'m going to ig- 
nore that last statement because our readers know how 
ridiculous it is. Vader, it sometimes seems to me that you're 
more interested in hurting people than winning titles. 
VADER: I'm interested in both and | do both very well. This 
sport isn’t about finesse. You reporters like to talk about scien- 
tific wrestlers, but you can use all the moves you want and it'll 
get you nowhere unless you have the force to back them up. 
That’s the question: Are you man enough to go against Big Van 
Vader, or are you gonna keep hunting for excuses? 
ROSENBAUM: Sure, but what does that mean? A wrestler 
can’t be worried all the time about whether you're going to 
break his ribs. It says right in the rulebook that the object of 
wrestling is to pin your opponent and attempts to injure will 
not be tolerated. 
VADER: Sure, that’s what it says, but is that what it means? | 
was put on this planet to shake things up. The wrestling 
promoters, they're all two-faced. On one hand they’re mad 
because of what | do to the other wrestlers, but with the other 
(Continued on page 52) 


WWF CHAMPION BRET HART 
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In defending the WWF 
World title against the 
likes of Razor Ramon 
(above), Bret Hart dem- 
onstrates that he is one 
of the most capable 
WWF champions in 
history. 


By Craig Peters 


HAT MAKES A champion 

great? Is it fame, fortune, and 
becoming a household name? Hulk 
Hogan certainly had that. Is it longev- 
ity? Hogan, Bruno Sammartino, and 
Bob Backlund all had extended WWF 
World title reigns. 

How about overall talent? In the 
WWF, Ric Flair, Backlund, and Ran- 
dy Savage would be at the top of any- 
one’s list of skilled World champs. 

Taken individually, none of these 
criteria alone make a wrestler great. He 
must combine two or more into a sen- 
sational package. Savage and The Iron 
Sheik weren’t great World champions. 
Neither was Flair. Hogan, Backlund, 
and Sammartino certainly must be 
considered three of the greatest WWF 
World champs. 

To the above categories, however, 
WWF World champion Bret Hart 
added another: willingness to defend 
the title several times a week against a 
wide range of challengers. 

He has undertaken the most rugged 
WWF World title defense schedule 
since Bruno Sammartino in the ’60s 
and 70s, and has succeeded 
magnificently. 

From scientific experts like Flair and 
Shawn Michaels to big, bruising brawl- 
ers like Razor Ramon, Kamala, and 
Bam Bam Bigelow, Hart has wrestled 
them all and beaten them all. There 
can be no doubts about the validity of 
his title reign or of any claim he makes 
to being one of the greatest WWE 
World champions. 

Since the moment he won the belt 
from Flair on October 12, 1992, in 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Hart has 
done honor to the title. The skeptics 
insist Hart’s heavy defense schedule 
will ultimately be his ruin. Hart re- 
sponds that the title is worthless unless 
it is defended, and he has no intention 
of being a paper champion. 

“Td like to think we taught him 
something about work ethic when he 
was growing up,” said Helen Hart, 
Bret’s mother. ‘I’m sure there will 
come a day when he loses the title. 
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Many believed Hart would not overcome the 
fury of Bam Bam Bigelow. They believed wrong. 


We're prepared for that, but when it 
happens, Bret will know that he did 
the best he could. That’s all we ever 
asked of him.” 

Hart’s best is good enough for any- 
one. Check out this demanding week 
in the life of a champion, which began 
at The Royal Rumble on January 24 in 
Sacramento, California. 

Hart, coming off of a grueling series 
of defenses against Flair, defeated the 
much larger Ramon by submission at 
the WWF's pay-per-view annual 
spectacular. 

The following night, Hart drove to 
San Jose, California, and defeated 
Bam Bam Bigelow. After a cross-conti- 
nent journey to New York, Hart re- 
sumed his dominance over Bigelow 
with a victory on January 29. The re- 
sult was the same the following night 
in Providence, Rhode Island. 

Bigelow had enough. He was sched- 
uled to meet Hart again on January 31 
at Maple Leaf Gardens in Toronto. 
Yokozuna took Bigelow’s place, but 
the result was the same: another Hart 
victory. 

Eight days. Five cities. Three oppo- 
nents. Five grueling wins. 

Now that’s a champion! 

Since we’re not here to condemn 
any former champions, merely to 
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Not even his partner’s interference could help Headshrinker Fatu wrest the belt from the “Hitman” 
(above). Hart won the title from a master of the sport, Ric Flair (below). 


praise Hart, let’s look at his record 
without making comparisons. Draw 
your own conclusions. Rely on your 


own memories. All WWF World 
champions are outstanding in some 


Way. 

In addition to his title defenses 
against Flair—which were, of course, 
obligatory—Hart took on Michaels, 
the Intercontinental champion, and 
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(above right), Hart knows what must be done to turn back the challenge. 


beat him at The Survivor Series. Ka- 
mala was no match for Hart on sever- 
al arena cards. He avenged a loss to 
Ramon by pinning him at The Royal 
Rumble. And he defeated Fatu (who 
received more than a little help from 
Samu) on national TV. 

Everyone thought Bigelow’s size and 
surprising agility would overwhelm 
Hart. Hart was the winner. The same 
was true in Hart’s matches against the 
previously invincible Yokozuna. 

Who’s invincible? 

The amazing part is that Hart al- 
ways wrestles all-out. He doesn’t take 
it easy for his lesser defenses. Hart 
knows that any man good enough to 
get a title match must be good enough 


to beat him. Even the worst prelimi- 
nary wrestler could get lucky. 

Hart refuses to rely on luck. His 
“sharpshooter”’ leglock is an amazingly 
effective weapon when combined with 
his excellent scientific skills and peerless 
stamina. 

Hart has redefined stamina when it’s 
applied to wrestling. Hart’s stamina 
isn’t from minute-to-minute during a 
match. It goes from day to day, from 
city to city, from week to week. 

Non-believers have waited for Hart’s 
reign to end ever since it began. When 
he took on the ambitious defense 
schedule, everyone thought that would 
be his doom. Even Hart’s best friends 
privately worried that Hart couldn’t 


Whether facing giants like Kamala (above left) or quick, smaller men like Intercontinental champion Shawn Michaels 


last long. 

The WWF is a tough federation. 

Bret Hart is one tough wrestler. 

He will lose the belt one day. It 
happens to everyone. 

Then he will go down with his pride 
intact, knowing he gave it his best for 
every moment of his reign. Nobody 
can complain, “Hart ducked me!’’ or 
‘Hart didn’t give me a fair shake.” 

There once was a time when chal- 
lengers had to work their way up the 
ladder before getting to the champion. 

Not during Hart’s reign. Want a ti- 
tle shot? Just ask. Hart will grant your 
wish. 

Then get ready for the toughest 
night of your life! O 
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LAIR AND RICK RUDE 
CAN'T CO-EXIST IN WCW 


Rick Rude’s back (left), and so is Ric Flair 
(right). WCW once again is home to two of 
the biggest egos in the business. 


‘HE MOMENT WAS perfect. Ric 
Flair couldn’t have asked for 
much more. The stage was all his, 
and the pay-per-view TV audience 
had its eyes focused on Flair, its ears 


ready to take in every word. 
Perfect. Perfect for Flair and per- 

fect for WCW, which didn’t mind 

loudly announcing the resigning of 


By Dave Rosenbaum 
the sport's greatest stars. The fact 
that SuperBraw! III took place in 
Flair’s home state of North Carolina 
made for the perfect stage. 

It wasn’t perfect for Rick Rude. He 
watched and listened. He saw Flair 
reintroduced to WCW fans. He lis- 
tened as Flair provided color com- 
mentary on the NWA title match. Of 


course, it wasn’t really color com- 
mentary. It was Flair continuing to 

tell his never-ending life story. 
Rude had heard the chants, the 
ones that begged, “We Want Flair!” 
ever since Flair left the federation in 
1991 and moved to the rival WWF. 
Something didn’t quite sit right in- 
side Rude. He thought, “Why do 
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“The potential 
enormous,” said a \ 
“Rude didn’t like it one b 
heard that Flair was coming 


and from what I’ve heard, 
doesn’t like the idea of Rude hang- 
ing around. These guys are just too 
much alike. It’s almost like looking 
in the mirror.” 

Flair and Rude usually like what 
they see when they look in the mir- 
ror, but not in this case. They are 
too similar to patrol the same 
ground. Flair thinks he’s the greatest. 
Rude think he’s the greatest. Flair 
think he’s the best looking man in 
the world. Rude has no doubts that 
he’s a demigod out of Gentleman’s 
Quarterly. 
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the same audience, the 
adulation. 

But, like a 16-ounce steak being 
divided between two hungry football 
players, there’s simply not enough to 
go around. Putting Rude and Flair 
together in the same federation is 
like inciting a riot. 

They, of course, disagree 
speaking for the recore 

“I have no 


Rude,” Flair s 


same 


Flair is the master of the grand entrance. His return to WCW is 


stealing the spotlight that should shine on him. 


ILLUSTRATED 


DAVEY BOY SMITH 


HE FORMER WWE Intercontinental and 

World tag team champion has renewed 
fan interest in his career and experienced an 
incredible resurgence since making his WCW 
debut at SuperBrawl II] ... Born in Leeds, 
England, Smith now makes his home in Calga- 
ry, Alberta ... Made his pro debut in En- 
gland in 1978 at the age of 15 ... Rapidly 
improved, facing international competition, 
and made his North American debut in 1981 
. .. Immediately shot to fame because of his 
outstanding high-flying and scientific skills, 
gaining a reputation for excellence that spread 
across North America and into Japan . . . Fate 
took control of Smith’s career in June 1981, 
when he began a long, intense feud against 
Canadian junior heavyweight champion Dyna- 
mite Kid .. . Smith and Dynamite Kid would 
later team as The British Bulldogs and enjoy a 
sensational run in the WWF ... Although 
Dynamite Kid and Davey Boy learned to hate each other during their 
war, hatred quickly turned to mutual respect and, in fact, admiration 
. . . Smith was green and skinny when he first arrived in Calgary, but he 
quickly bulked up, adding muscle while not sacrificing speed, stamina, 
and agility . . . Made his Japan debut in 1983 and was an immediate hit 
... Japanese fans appreciated Smith’s high-flying brand of wrestling, 
and his tour of Japan played to large crowds who were quickly catching 
on to this new star ... Power, strength, size, agility, stamina, and 
quickness combined to make Smith one of the most feared wrestlers in 
Canada ... Made amends with Dynamite Kid and shocked the wres- 
tling world by forming a team ... The new friends perfectly comple- 
mented one another, and dazzled everyone with moves never before seen 
from a tag team . . . Smith and Dynamite Kid were already on the fast 
track to stardom, but their partnership accelerated the process ... 
Arrived in the WWF in 1985, where they became The British Bulldogs 
... At the time, Capt. Lou Albano was looking for a new tag team, 
and the Bulldogs became the first fan favorite team handled by the 
former rulebreaking manager ... On April 7, 1986, at the Rosemont 
Horizon leg of WrestleMania II, the Bulldogs won the WWF World tag 
team title from Greg Valentine and Brutus Beefcake ... One of the 
greatest tag team feuds of the past two decades awaited the Bulldogs 
. .. Smith and Dynamite Kid hooked up against Jim Neidhart and Bret 
Hart—The Hart Foundation—in a battle of two outstanding teams . . . 
Things stopped going right for the Bulldogs on December 13, 1986, at 
Copps Coliseum in Hamilton, Ontario . . . The Bulldogs were defending 
their title against Bob Orton and Don Muraco when Dynamite Kid 
suffered a spinal disk injury that demanded surgery . .. Dynamite Kid, 
fighting seemingly impossible odds—as well as his doctor’s orders— 
made a miraculous return to the ring, but the Bulldogs weren’t ready for 
The Hart Foundation, or manager Jimmy Hart and referee Danny Davis 
... Jimmy Hart bought off Davis, Dynamite Kid reinjured his back, 
and The Hart Foundation won the title from the Bulldogs on January 
26, 1987, at The Sundome in Tampa, Florida . . . The Bulldogs spent 


most of the next two years trying in vain to 
regain the belts from the Harts and, later, 
Demolition ... They never got them back, 
and after competing in the Survivor Series on 
November 24, 1988, the Bulldogs left the 
WWE and returned to the Calgary area ... 
Western Canada’s rabid wrestling fans cheered 
their return, but disaster awaited ... First, 
there was glory . . . On December 7, 1988, the 
Bulldogs won the Stampede International tag 
belts from The Cuban Commandos ... On 
July 4, 1989, Smith suffered a cracked vertebra 
and a severe forehead wound in an auto acci- 
dent on a back road in Canada . . . Thinking 
Smith’s career was over, Dynamite began 
teaming with Johnny Smith, Davey Boy’s 
brother .. . When Davey Boy returned to the 
Alberta rings, the bad feelings between Smith 
and Dynamite Kid resurfaced, and the second 
Bulldog vs. Bulldog feud was underway ... 
Dynamite Kid and Johnny Smith accused Davey Boy of using the injury 
to gain sympathy and attacked him upon his return, severing all ties 
between the two ... Davey Boy concentrated on singles ... His 
Stampede North American title feud with Larry Cameron was one of 
the bloodiest in the federation’s history . . . The battle took an incredible 
turn on October 27, 1989, when Johnny interfered on Cameron’s behalf, 
helping him defeat Davey Boy . . . The brothers immediately signed for 
a match ... On November 3, 1989, Davey Boy battled Johnny to a 
one-hour brawl that featured outstanding scientific wrestling combined 
with some frightening brawling . . . There were no winners in this feud 
. .. Returned to the WWE in 1990, but was forced to work his way up 
. .. Started feuding with The Warlord when Warlord blindsided him 
during an arm-wrestling challenge ... Defeated Warlord in an under- 
card match of WrestleMania VII on March 24, 1991, in Los Angeles 
. .. Career track stalled and he wasn’t even on the WrestleMania VIII 
card... Things changed, however, in 1992... Bret Hart, Davey Boy’s 
brother-in-law, won the Intercontinental title and Davey Boy challenged 
him to a match . . . Hart finally accepted the challenge, and the old bad 
feelings between the former rivals quickly resurfaced ... Diana Hart, 
Bret’s sister and Davey Boy’s wife, begged the two men not to wrestle 
. .. But on August 29, at SummerSlam ’92 in London, England, Davey 
Boy’s homecoming packed Wembley Stadium with 80,000 screaming 
fans ... It was a historic match .. . Won the I-C title, and afterward 
reconciled with Hart .. . Davey Boy’s title reign didn’t last long . . . On 
October 27, 1992, suffered a back injury during a title defense against 
Shawn Michaels . . . With his mobility limited, Davey Boy lost the belt 
to Michaels . . . Shortly afterward, Smith left the WWF and toured the 
North American independent circuit ... Latched on with WCW and 
made his federation debut on February 21, 1993, in Asheville, North 
Carolina, using his famous powerslam to pin ‘‘Wild” Bill Irwin ... 
Shot up in the WCW rankings and has his sights set on another major 
title . . . Considering the adversity he has already overcome, only a fool 
would bet against him. Oo 
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GREATEST MATCH 

August 29, 1992, vs. Bret Hart. The “Hitman” held 
the Intercontinental title, and prior to this showdown at 
SummerSlam ’92 in London, England, it was revealed 
that Smith and Hart were brothers-in-law. The tension 
between the two was unbearable, but Smith 

channeled it positively and upset Hart in front of 
80,000 of his compatriots to win the I-C belt. 


FAVORITE MANEUVER 

Powerslam. At 59”, Smith is not a big wrestler. But 
he fits 245 pounds on that frame and is among the 
strongest grapplers in the sport. Smith likes to weaken 
his opponent with shoulderblocks and dropkicks 
before whipping him into the rope to set him up for the 
powerslam. WCW’s roster is finding out just how 
strong Smith is. 


TOUGHEST OPPONENT 

Shawn Michaels. Just when Smith was settling into 
his Intercontinental title reign, along came the “Boy 
Toy” to challenge the “British Bulldog.” On October 
27, 1992, Michaels whipped Smith into an uncovered 
turnbuckle, slamming his back against the bare metal. 
Smith’s back later gave out and Michaels won the title. 
Smith left the WWF a few days later. 


MOST HATED OPPONENT 

Curt Hennig. Although “Mr. Perfect” is now a fan 
favorite, there is no love lost between him and Smith. 
The two were involved in a heated feud in 1991, 
which Hennig got the best of. Smith gained a measure 
of revenge when brother-in-law Hart beat Hennig for 
the I-C title at SummerSlam ’91. 


38 


Undertaker getting 
soft. He saw the once- 
unbeatable wrestler 
losing his edge. He 
decided that the only 
way Undertaker 
would be great again 
was to risk 
destroying his career. 
He did that by pitting 
him against 
Yokozuna, the most 
dangerous wrestler in 

the WWF 


Paul Bearer saw The ‘% 


Yokozuna is pummeling The 
Undertaker (below), thanks 
to Paul Bearer (inset), Under- 
3 § taker’s manager! 
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he scored solid victories over the 
likes of Nailz and Kamala, but Bearer 
was not at all satisfied by his man’s 
efforts. 

“Paul said that immediately after 
Undertaker came back from the sur- 
gery, there didn’t seem to be any 
problem,” said a friend of the man- 
ager’s, “But then a few weeks later, 
he began to notice a change. He 
noticed that Undertaker didn’t seem 
nearly as aggressive as he was be- 
fore the injury. He said he didn’t 
believe the injury itself was the prob- 
lem, that it was something else.” 

Undertaker went on to defeat Ka- 
‘mala at last November's Survivor Se- 
ties in a “coffin match,” but despite 
the convincing victory, Bearer contin- 
ued to sense that something was not 
quite right. 

“Bearer started to look for other 
reasons for Undertaker’s lack of 
fire,” the friend recalled. “He started 
to wonder if maybe the fans’ cheers 
were getting to Undertaker, making 
him too soft. He had never thought 
it would be a problem, but he was 
searching for answers.” 

_ What really convinced Bearer 
there was a problem was what hap- 
pened at the Royal Rumble in Janu- 
ary. During the Rumble, the Slee 
arrived Giant Gonzales came to the ) . scam } 
ring and jumped in the fray, attack- Bodydams aay don’t hurt deri but they do when Veuoean eae aS (above). 
ing Undertaker and causing his elim- Undertaker gets no rest outside the ring, either (below). 

ination. Bearer was extremely upset , 

with his man’s response. P 

“As Bearer reads it, up until that i ae 
time, Undertaker had been per- /™ipien un 
ceived as being almost invincible,” 
said another source. “He had this 
superhuman mystique about him. 
After Gonzales’ blindside, that per- 
ception changed dramatically. Now 
there was somebody in the federa- 
tion unawed by Undertaker. It was a 
humiliating blow for Undertaker and 
for Bearer.” 

Suddenly, Bearer did not fear an 
Undertaker loss as much as he 
feared an Undertaker loss of mo- 
mentum. He was not worried that 
his man’s abilities had lessened; he 
was worried that his motivation had. 
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He even began to worry that per- 
haps Undertaker was afraid of 
Gonzales. 

Bearer convinced himself there 
was little he could do as a manager. 
Motivational techniques that had 
worked in the past were not work- 
ing now. The answer for Undertak- 
er’s woes would have to be found in 
the ring. 

That's where he found Yokozuna. 
_ Like nearly everyone else in the 
‘WWF, Bearer had become extremely 
impressed with the 500-pound 
Yokozuna. He admired the man’s 
size, power, and agility. Most impor- 
tantly, he respected his desire and 
ruthlessness. 

At a recent WWF press confer- 
ence, Senior Editor Bill Apter asked 
Bearer about the sumo sadist. 

“He didn’t let on too much,” Ap- 
ter recalled. “He said that Yokozuna 
is a fine wrestler and that he moves 
well for a big man. He added that if 
Yokozuna and Undertaker ever 


locked up, it would be a great 


match.” 
That was the public side of Bearer. 


Privately, unbeknownst even to Un- 
dertaker, Bearer petitioned WWF of- 
ficials for matches with Yokozuna. 
Bearer saw in Yokozuna an opportu- 
nity. An opportunity not for himself, 
but for Undertaker. He realized that 
Yokozuna could make Undertaker 
great again. 

“Bearer believed that if Undertak- 
er could beat Yokozuna and beat 
him convincingly, that would assure 
him he should fear absolutely no 
man, including Gonzales,” said a for- 
mer managerial colleague. 

However, just a few minutes into 
the first match between them, Bear- 
er feared that he may not have had 
such a good idea. Egged on by his 
manager, Mr. Fuji, the behemoth 
laced into Undertaker with amazing 
fury. What was intended to be medi- 
cine for what ailed Undertaker was 
beginning to look like target practice 
for Yokozuna. 

Undertaker fought back and won 
the contest by disqualification when 
Yokozuna began hitting him with his 
salt basket. Still, Bearer’s fears had 
not been calmed. He believed Un- 
dertaker should have acquitted him- 


self much better. 


The manager decided to tell his 
charge the truth. He told him he 
had arranged for a whole series of 
bouts against Yokozuna. 

“Rather than being upset by the 
news, Undertaker became more 
fired up,” said Bearer’s colleague. 
“He realized what Bearer was trying 
to do and respected him for it. It 
may have been a blow to his ego, 
but he didn’t let on.” 

Subsequent matches, though, 
have been just as harrowing for Un- 
dertaker. Yokozuna has been just as 
furious, just as eager to use his foe 
as a steppingstone to title glory. 

Bearer is willing to take the 


chance. He knows that at any mo- 


ment, the quarter-ton mauler could 
end his man’s days in the ring. 
And when he looks up in the ring 
and sees them facing each other, 
Bearer hopes he has done the right 
thing, 
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management of former rival Jimmy 
Hart, was fodder for every wres- 
tling fan’s imagination. 

Would Hart tur against Hogan? 

Are The Megamaniacs capable 
of winning the World tag team 
title? 

Will Hogan go after his fifth 
WWF World title? 


And, most importantly, is Hogan 
back for good? 

There have been other depar- 
tures and other returns. One sum- 
mer, it looked as if Hogan’s career 
was over. Then, encouraged by 
fan support, Hogan made a re- 
markable return and went on to 
win another WWF World title. 


Hulk Hogan’s WWF return 
thrilled millions of fans, but it also 
left them wondering: Is Hogan 
back for good, or is the WWF a 
temporary stopover between films? 
This question must be answered. . . 
and Hogan must do the answering 


But this retirement was sup- 
posed to be for keeps. When Ho- 
gan defeated Sid Justice at Wres- 
tleMania VIII, the wrestling world 
was prepared to say goodbye 
forever. - 

Hogan resumed his movie ca- 
reer, filming the New Line Cinema 
release Mr. Nanny. That film is 
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sure to be a classic in the mode of 
No Holds Barred and Suburban 
Commando, two other Hogan ve- 
hicles. The world anxiously await- 
ed his next project. A remake of 
Casablanca, perhaps, with Hogan 
in the role of Rick, the heartbro- 
ken cafe owner? Or, perhaps, Ho- 
gan as Lawrence of Arabia? Who 
knows? 

Then Hogan returned to the 
ring, and now fans are wondering 
what’s going on. Is his return for 
real? Or will Hogan collect a few 
fast bucks, reestablish his place in 
the minds of wrestling fans, and 
flee to Hollywood for another mas- 
terpiece? The rumor mill has Ho- 
gan returning to LaLa Land this 
summer to begin filming a pilot for 
a TV series entitled Thunder In 
Paradise. 

Is Hogan after the World title? 
Or is Oscar on his mind? 

The fans would like to know, 
but Hogan won't give them a clue. 
Rumors are circulating that Hogan 
is on the verge of another depar- 
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The “Hulkster’s” return to the WWF (above) raised the hopes of thousands of Hulkamaniacs who 
would rather see him wrestle than act in films like Suburban Commando (below). 
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When Hogan finishes with Money Inc.’s Ted DiBiase, 
will he return to Hollywood or continue wrestling and 
pursue a fifth title? He is leaving few clues. 


| Dusty Rhodes! Lou Thesz! The Sheik! Verne Gagne! And more! They'll 
| all gather for WCW’s first celebration of wrestling’s greatest stars. And 
} you're invited to wine and dine on our sport’s glorious past! 


By Dave Rosenbaum 


HE SHEIK IS looking forward to May 22, 
but most of all he’s looking forward to 
May 23. A few decades ago, there was noth- 
ing The Sheik liked more than a romp in the 


ring and a few bites out of an unwilling 


opponent’s neck 
perhaps. . 
On May 22, The Sheik will be chomping 


John Tolos’ neck, 


on real food, joining Tolos and other legend- 


ary mat stars at an honorary dinner for one 
of the biggest weekends in the sport’s history. 
And you can join him! 

The following day, The Sheik may just 
take another long-awaited bite out of Tolos’ 
neck. And you can watch him! 

The madman will be one of the many 
guests at Slamboree '93, a veritable wrestling 
convention-cum-feast of stars old and new, 
fans old, new, and in-between, and the most 


fun any wrestling junkie could ever have. — 


When some of wrestling’s greatest old-tim- 
ers gather in Atlanta for two days of fun, 
food, and sport, you can be there or watch it 
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all live on pay-per-view. 

But there’s a difference. Catch it live and 
you'll also catch dinner. Catch it on PPV and 
you'll have to send out for pizza. 

The choice is yours. Either way, it prom- 
ises to be an interesting, exciting, and nostal- 
gic weekend ... a first of its kind! 

Just look at the lineup. Along with The 
Sheik and Tolos, it includes Jimmy “Superfly” 


Snuka; former WWF World champion Ivan 


Koloff; Blackjack Mulligan; three-time former 
NWA World champion Dusty Rhodes; nine- 
time former AWA World champion Verne 
Gagne; four-time former AWA World champ 
Nick Bockwinkel; women’s wrestling legend 
The Fabulous Moolah; Wahoo McDaniel; for- 
mer NWA president and wrestler Bob Geigel; 
Dick Murdoch; and the great Lou Thesz, a | 
six-time former NWA champion. 

At press time, the complete lineup hadn't 
been finalized, but retired wrestlers around ' 
the world were making plans to be in Atlanta 
for this much-anticipated event. 


Z < yp sek ii ass aa 
Clockwise from above: The Sheik vs. old enemy John 
Tolos, ex-World champions Lou Thesz and Nick Bock- 
winkel, and Dusty Rhodes vs. Harley Race. 
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“I wouldn’t miss it for the world,” Thesz 
said. “I've often thought that wrestling’s old 
stars are often ignored. Heck, there’s not 
even a wrestling Hall of Fame, and there 
should be. Well, this is just great, and I hope 
the fans come out like | think they will.” 

Just in case a trip down memory lane isn’t 
your idea of a fun weekend, the live PPV 
telecast on Sunday night from The Omni also 
includes important title matches. WCW World 
champion Big Van Vader and NWA champi- 
on Barry Windham will put their belts on the 
line, thus turning this history-recalling event 
into a history-making event. 

Here’s what will happen: On Saturday af- 
ternoon, the wrestlers will gather at the La- 
nier Plaza Hotel to meet with fans, sign auto- 
graphs, and just talk wrestling. It’s called 
SlamFest. Wrestling memorabilia and souve- 
nirs of the event will be on sale, and fans will 
have the chance to meet each other and 
speak with the wrestlers. 

That’s what makes Slamboree 93 a wres- 
tling convention! 

At 5 p.m., the weekend's festivities contin- 
ue with a gala SlamFeast dinner at the hotel. 
Fans will have the opportunity to eat along- 
side the old-timers and all of the wrestlers 
will be introduced. There will also be live 
cutaways to WCW Saturday Night on TBS. 

The PPV card begins at 7 p.m. Sunday at 
The Omni, featuring legends against legends 
and present-day champions vs. challengers. 
You can bet the bouts will be wild, even 
though most of the legends have been out of 


action for several years. (Snuka still wrestles 
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The Fabulous Moolah (above left) was women’s world champion for 28 years. Blackjack 
Mulligan was a master of the clawhold (above right). Wahoo McDaniel (below) says he’d — 
still face any man in the sport in a strap match. 
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“Superfly” Jimmy Snuka (above) remains an active competitor. I 


n 1992, Tolos re- 


turned to the ring to face another legend, Killer Kowalski (below). 
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Early in their careers, Dick Murdoch and Rhodes 
ners. Later, they feuded violently (above). 
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were part- 


in Portland, Oregon, and The Sheik remains 
active in Japan.) 

“Let me tell you something, I’ve been go- 
ing stir crazy for the past year,” Dusty 
Rhodes said. “I can’t wait to get into that ring 
and show the people what I can still do. ‘The 
Dream’ is still alive, and he’s gonna be kickin’ 
on May 23, baby.” 

The Sheik can’t wait to get his hands on 
some prime rib, but would also love to get 
his hands on Tolos. At press time, Moolah’s 
opponent was unknown, but she’s looking 
forward to showing a thing or two to the 
new breed of female wrestler. 

“These days, women’s wrestling boasts 
some of the most incredible athletes in the 
sport,” Moolah said. “But it still all boils down 
to toughness, and in that department | think I 
can still show these gals a thing or two.” 

Slamboree 93 will give Moolah and the 
rest of the legends a chance to show off their 
substantial skills. 

For those fans who thrilled to watching 
these wrestlers, get ready for a real treat. For 
those younger fans who never saw these leg- 
ends, youre in for an _ eye-opening 
experience. 

Slamboree '93: It takes the sport back to 
the future! 

Tickets for the live card are $25, $15, $8, 
and $5 and are available at The Omni box 
office and TicketMaster outlets. Packages in- 
cluding tickets to SlamFest, SlamFeast, and 
Slamboree ’93, are available. Tickets to the 
events are also being sold separately. The 
price of the PPV will be $24.95. O 
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Ah, but we know Flair does have a 
problem with that. After winning 
two WWF World titles, Flair returned 
to WCW specifically to claim his 
10th overall world title. His place in 
wrestling history assured, Flair is 
now shooting for the stratosphere. 

Rude wants no part of Flair as 
champion. Despite enjoying success 
wherever he’s wrestled—Rude al- 
ways manages to win a title—Rude 
has never held a singles world cham- 
pionship. He’s always been second- 
best. In the WWF, Rude was Inter- 
continental champion. In WCW, he 
was U.S. champion. 

Rude might have his sights set on 
regaining the U.S. title, but everyone 
knows he is looking at the big pic- 
ture. His place in wrestling history 
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EGOMANIA 
(Continued from page 34) 


isn’t assured until he wins the world 
championship that will vault him 
into superstardom. 

“Rude wants to be Flair in the 
worst way,” one WCW rulebreaker 
said. “Flair always says that if you 
want to be the man, you have to 
beat the man. Well, it doesn’t take a 
genius to figure that Rude modeled 
himself after Flair, but so far he 
hasn’t won anything really major. If 
Rude wants to be Flair, he has to 
beat Flair and he also has to accom- 
plish some of what Flair has done.” 

Rude’s outspoken manner, ring at- 
tire, and overall antics are reminis- 
cent of Flair. Rude, of course, insists 
that he’s an original. Flair thinks 
otherwise. 

Flair needs to be the man in a 


Rude and Sting feuded over the U.S. title (left), while Flair took 
on the “Stinger’’ for the World belt (above). At the moment, 
neither man wants Sting, and they certainly don’t want each other. 


federation. He doesn’t want a fight 
for the glory, and everything that 
comes with it. He wants it handed to 
him. Rude won't let Flair go 
unchallenged. 

That’s what happens when two 
enormous egos collide. There must 
be trouble. Make no mistake: It’s not 
coincidence that Flair and Rude have 
been in the same federation for only 
a few months of their careers. They 
follow each other very closely. 

Of course, they'll deny this to the 
end. 

“I've never picked my spots,” Flair 
said. “I don’t care who's in a federa- 
tion, because I’m always the man. If 
Rude wants to be the man, let him 
come after me.” 

He will. That’s a guarantee.  L 
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hand they're counting their money. All 
I’ve done is make a lot of people rich, 
including me. 

PETERS: Yeah, including Harley Race. 
| guess the big question is, why do 
you hate Sting so much? 

VADER: | don’t hate Sting. | feel sorry 
for him. He and | are total opposites 
and there’s just not room enough for 
me and him in the same state, much 
less the same federation. He thinks 
having the fans love you is everything. 
I think it’s nothing. All | care about is 
winning, Let me tell you this: I’ve bro- 
ken a lot of bones in my life, but I’ve 
never seen any break as easily as 
Sting’s. 


PRESS CONFERENCE 
(Continued from page 27) 


ELLNER: He's that brittle, huh? Listen, 
I'll be the first to admit that Sting’s a 
great wrestler, but he’s a bit of a soft 
touch when it comes to absorbing a 
little punishment. 

VADER: That’s because he’s never ab- 
sorbed a little punishment from me; he 
gets everything. There’s no holding 
back when it comes to pummeling 
Sting and I’ve never held back. Harley 
over here sometimes tells me to keep 
a little energy in reserve, but in my 
mind there’s nothing better than see- 
ing Sting lying on the mat, screaming 
out in pain, 

PETERS: That's real nice, Vader, But 
let's face it: He had your number in 


Vader says he never tires of beating on Sting, outside the ring (above) or in it (right). The fright- 
masked behemoth won his first World title by defeating Sting at 1992’s Great American Bash. 
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that “White Castle Of Fear’ match. 
VADER: He had nothing. He lost. | 
won. 

ROSENBAUM: And you ended up in 
the hospital. 

VADER: Yeah, | bumped my head. So 
what? 

PETERS: Sounds to me like you 
might be a soft touch in the head. 
VADER: You have a wise mouth, Pe- 
ters, and you'd be wise to shut it. The 
only reason | haven't broken you in 
half is because it’d be too easy. Why 
waste my time? 

PETERS: Sure. You have bigger fish 
to fry, right? 

VADER: That's right. Everybody comes 
after the champion and I’m ready for 
all of them. But if you've noticed, ev- 
erybody’s coming after me a little 
slower. | may have the belt, but no- 
body really wants to lock up with me. 


tle Orndorff or Cactus Jack? 
VADER: They haven’t asked for a 
match. If they do, | won't run from 
anyone, 

PETERS: Something tells me this was 
all Race’s doing. 

RACE: Hey, Peters, if you’re not going 
to believe the answers, don’t ask the 
questions. And don’t accuse me or my 
man of lying. That’s not smart. 
PETERS: \t has nothing to do with 
lying. It has to do with getting to the 
heart of Big Van Vader, which is 
what we're trying to do here—with- 
out much success. 

VADER: You wanna get to the heart of 
Big Van Vader? Well, then just look at 
a tape of me wrestling Sting. Take a 
look at my face ... 

PETERS: How are we supposed to do 
that? You're wearing a mask. 
VADER: Look beyond that. My eyes 
aren’t covered. Look into my eyes. Are 
those the eyes of a man you'd want to 
meet up with in a dark alley? | don’t 
think so. 

ELLNER: You're not afraid of anyone, 
are you? 

VADER: That's right. I'll admit, some- 
times I’m afraid of myself. | want to 
hurt people. | don’t want to kill them. 
RACE: And this interview is over. 
Thank you for your time, gentlemen. 
PETERS: Don’t even say it, Race. 1'll 
know better than to deal with you 


There is nothing Vader enjoys more than playing the “pain game.” His manager, Harley Race, again. 
maintains that the World champion is prepared to play that game for as long as his opponent wants. RACE: So will I, Peters. oO 


They know how | play the “pain 
game,” they know the price of trying 
to take this belt from me. That price is 
too high for most people. 

ELLNER: Speaking of prices, isn’t it 
time we wiped out the illusion that 
Race set up the feud between Cac- 
tus Jack and Paul Orndorff to keep 
them away from you? 

RACE (incredulous): What!?! 

VADER: That's ridiculous. Orndorff’s a 
good wrestler and Jack has rocks in his 
head, but I’d handle either one of 
them with no trouble at all. | don’t 
care. I'll wrestle them both at the 
same time. 

ROSENBAUM: Let’s be serious. How “I'd say Hogan’s going to put an end to this once and for all.”’ 
come you've never offered to wres- 


. -_ | -_ | 
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(120 min.) 
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RINGSIDE 
(Continued from page 11) 


anything but destroying the Coles 
and then winning the World titles.” 

The WCW and NWA World tag 
team titles are held by Steve Austin 
and Brian Pillmean, who, on March 
2, defeated Rick Steamboat and 
Shane Douglas at the Coliseum in 
Macon, Georgia. Austin and Pillman 
might one day have to worry about 
The Bruise Brothers, but for now 
they're concerned with holding off the 
former champions. 

An interesting sidelight to Bruise- 
Cole feud. The brothers are identical 
twins! 

Unfortunately, some feuds never 
end. In this case, it’s terribly unfortu- 
nate because “Superfly” Jimmy 
Snuka and South African madman 
Col. DeBeers are at it again, this 
time in Championship Wrestling USA. 
Snuka has the upper hand in this on- 
again, off-again feud, but don’t ex- 
pect DeBeers to give up. 


Col. DeBeers and “Superfly” Jimmy Snuka 
have resumed their long-running feud in the 
Championship Wrestling USA area. 


Again, the undercurrent of this 
feud is racial hatred: DeBeers is a 
bigot. And Snuka refuses to turn the 
other cheek. 

First Reddy Piper, then Hulk Ho- 
gan, now The Ultimate Warrior. 


challenged Universal champion Carlos Colon. 


The hyperactive muscleman is off to 
Hollywood. The Warrior signed an 
entertainment deal with International 
Creative Management and has start- 
ed filming Fire Power. 

Tony Rumble is now managing 
Texas Animal in the Global Wres- 
tling Federation ... Mur. Hughes, the 
former bodyguard, is now wrestling in 
the WWF and the World Wrestling 
Council. Hughes challenged WWC 
Universal champion Carles Colon 
... Hercules signed with New Japan 
Pro Wrestling. 

Stars old and new are competing 
in American Championship Wrestling. 
Vladimir Koloff, the nephew of 


a 


Mr. Hughes has been very active recently, competing both in the WWF and the WWC, where he has 


ivan Koloff, is a fan favorite and 
one-half of the ACW tag team cham- 
pions with Mighty Atar. ACW 
champion Jimmy Garvin is feuding 
with The Eagle, but former NWA 
World champion Tommy Rich is also 
after Garvin. 

A final note: A trust fund has been 
established for the daughters of Kerry 
Von Erich. Donations for Helly Von 
Erich, 8, and Lacy Von Erich, 6, 
may be sent to: Kerry Memorial 
Fund, c/o Pierson & Ray, Attorneys, 
101 East Rando! Mill Road, Suite 
105, Arlington, Texas, 76011. 

That's all for now. See you at 
ringside! O 
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BETWEEN FALLS 
(Continued from page 9) 


Others may laugh or cry about Doink the Clown, but PW7 Hotline caller Lisa Bell thinks the 
rulebreaking clown is a tremendous wrestler, as well as a master of psychological warfare. 


Hulk Hogan? Well, it looks like 
Hogan has finally answered the 
question himself. Can it be a mere 
coincidence that Hogan chose to 
“retire” shortly after Flair’s arrival 
in the WWF and then made his 
“comeback” two weeks after the 
“Nature Boy” departed the federa- 
tion? I think not. 

For years, we were told how 
Hogan wanted to wrestle Flair and 
that Flair was happy to remain in 
the NWA and avoid him. But now 
all you “puke-a-maniacs” out there 
better get used to the fact that 
when Flair made the play and 
forced Hogan’s hand, it was Hulk 
who ran scared! This proves once 
and for all that Ric Flair’ was, is, 
and always will be “The Man.” 
Hogan is just an overrated, over- 
blown, Flair-dodging coward. 

STEVE V. GREENSLADE 
South Wales, UK 


4@ DOINK-A-MANIA? 

I don't care what your maga- 
zines say. I don’t care what the 
rest of the fans say. And I certainly 
don’t care what the wrestlers in 
the WWF say (or grunt). Doink the 
Clown is the hottest wrestler in the 
federation today. 

Who cares if Hulk Hogan is 
back? He’s old hat. His act is over- 
played and overexposed. Doink, 
on the other hand, is a superbly 
skilled wrestler who complements 
his tremendous mat skills with psy- 
chological warfare. 

While his opponents are per- 
plexed by his appearance, Doink 
overtakes them with lightning- 
quick takedowns and submission 
holds. It’s nothing short of sheer 
brilliance. Look out, Hogan. Doink- 
a-Mania is gonna run wild on you! 

LISA BELL 
San Francisco 
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Schyster’s wrath, Hogan willingly 
overlooked the dozens of times 
Hart had sent men like King Kong 
Bundy and Terry Funk after him. 

The impulse is to grab Hogan, 
slap him around a few times, and 
scream What’s the matter with 
you? 

Beefcake has more of a reason 
to be grateful: Hart actually saved 
him from bodily harm. But if Bru- 
tus is making Hart his manager 
on the basis of gratitude, he is 
just as mistaken as his partner. 

Johnny Valiant, Beefcake’s 
manager in the mid-1980s, argues 
that even though Brutus had a 
reputation as one of the nastiest 
men of the sport, he could at 
times be gullible. 

“l remember a big match we 
had lined up against Hillbilly Jim,” 
Valiant recalled. ‘‘Well, a couple 
of days before, we heard a rumor 
that Hillbilly wanted to make 
peace. Of course it turned out to 
be false, but Brutus seemed real 
eager to believe it. He was almost 
begging me to call the guy. | 
knew there was no way Hillbilly 
would let us slide after all the 
things we’d done to him, but Bru- 
tus thought he would.” 

So there’s an explanation for 
Beefcake. An explanation, not a 
justification. Here’s another expla- 
nation for The Megamaniacs’ 
choice of Hart: He is one of the 
great tag team managers of all- 
time. 

The reputation is well-deserved. 
Among Hart’s World champion- 
ship teams are The Hart Founda- 
tion, The Nasty Boys, and, of 
course, Money Inc. 

Bret Hart and Jim Neidhart sim- 
ply were two very good singles 
wrestlers before Hart made the 
Foundation a very great tag team. 
Money Inc.’s title reign lasted a lot 
longer than it should have. And 
who thought the Nasties would 
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WIN, LOSE, OR DRAW 


(Continued from page 12) 


As a tag team manager, Hart has been a tremendous success, leading teams like Money Inc. to 
championship glory. While his strategies may help Hogan and Beefcake immensely, his past suggests 
that he may also turn against them. 


ever win World belts? 

Hogan and Beefcake add that, 
because Hart knows DiBiase and 
IRS so well, he will be an invalu- 
able aid to them in plotting strate- 
gies that take into account Money 
Inc.’s strengths and weaknesses. 

Some of the reasons make 
sense. Some don’t. The fact re- 
mains that Hogan and Beefcake 
are taking an amazingly big risk in 
putting their careers into the 
hands of a man who has done 
them so much harm in the past. 

The risk is too great. If Hart 
turns against The Megamaniacs, 
Hogan comes out of this looking 
like a dope. And he'll deserve to. 
He knows Hart too well to be sur- 
prised by anything he does. 

Beefcake is taking an even 
greater risk. Hart may be leading 
him down the path to serious inju- 
ry. Imagine the horror if all along 


Hart was setting him up for anoth- 
er crushing blow to the face. Bru- 
tus and Hogan like to claim that 
Beefcake’s ‘“‘titanium steel’ face 
is stronger now, but how can any- 
one truly be sure? 

Think of this, too: For the first 
time in his career, Hart is a fan 
favorite. He is not making a 
switch back to the good side. He 
has dedicated his managerial life 
to destroying the reputations of 
fan favorites and bolstering the 
careers of some really bad folks. 

There is too much in Hart’s 
past to suggest that he’s doing 
anything but playing a big con 
game. Guess who wins. 

Sure, Hart looks great in red 
and yellow. The problem is, the 
red represents the blood he has 
caused to be spilled and the yel- 
low represents his own 
cowardice. C) 
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Eddie Gilbert and his younger brother Doug are feuding—and their father Tommy doesn’t know 
what to do about it. The elder Gilbert admits that both Eddie and Doug can be unsavory characters, 
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BOXING fallen completely out of synch. know which son to blame; he’s 
Tags seemed to come a few sec- spoken in depth to both of them. 
England VS. Germany onds late, their timing was off, “Doug initiated the attack, so he 
matches were becoming increas- comes out looking bad,” Tommy 
ingly difficult to win. They were said. “But Eddie, as we all know, 
obviously not pleased with the sit- is not exactly an angel.” 
uation or with each other. Several years ago, in fact, Tom- 
It all came apart during a TV my and Eddie stopped speaking 
taping in Memphis when Eddie to one another because Eddie in- 
was late for a scheduled tag team sisted on mashing the rulebook in 
match. Doug was miffed and stat- the same area where Tommy was 
ed his feelings during a TV inter- head referee. Tommy was so em- 
view. When Eddie finally arrived, barrassed by his son’s actions, he 
Undefeated Middleweights, Sue he explained to his younger broth- publicly disowned him. It took 


Catkin and Ricky Kumar fight er that his flight was late. Doug several months for them to 
for the Women’s European didn’t want to hear about it. When reconcile. 

Middleweight Championship. he continued his bitter tirade, Ed- “Eddie can be a real son of a 
60 minutes die tried to convince him that it gun,’ Tommy said when I asked 
$34.95 plus $3.00 postage would be better if they discussed him to recall that dark period. 
NY Residents add 8 1/2% sales tax their problems in private. When ‘“He’s very manipulative, and I 
Send Check, M/O, VISA/MC to he turned his back to leave the mean with everyone. He'll keep 
BING ERODUC TONE set, Doug attacked. pushing and pushing until you ei- 
0. 2244 “I saw it all on TV, along witha ther give in or tum against him. 

New MR aR eae million other people,” Tommy Doug tumed against him. 


said. “I got sick to my stomach.” “But don’t get me wrong,” Tom- 


my continued, “I don’t condone 
what Doug did. He knows what 
Eddie’s about, and he should have 
been smart enough to keep out of 
this situation.” 

The two brothers did more than 
not speak to one another; they 
brought their differences into the 
ring. They signed a contract for a 
loser-leaves-town match that allows 
the loser back into the area only if 
the winner gives his okay. Eddie, 
who has managed to manipulate 


Doug initiated the feud when he blindsided Ed- 
die during a TV interview. Tommy is confident 
his sons will settle their differences. 


the fans to his side despite con- 
tinuing to employ some of the cru- 
elest tactics ever seen, won the 
match after throwing a fireball at 
his brother’s chest. 

Tommy Gilbert didn’t watch the 
match, but he did have it video- 
taped. “I haven’t watched it,” he 
said, “but someday, when Eddie 
and Doug do work things out, I’m 
going to show it to them, so may- 
be this kind of thing won’t happen 
again.” 

I don’t think this tape will ever 
be welcome on the shelf of spe- 
cial Gilbert memories. O 


EMILE GRIFFITH'S 
LEARN TO BOX 


"Anyone watching this tape will gain a 
new appreciation for the sport and the 
athletes who participate in it. Boxing 
fans as well as would-be boxers will 
want to add this one to their collection.” 
MARK GIAQUINTO, Billbcard. 


"A terrific video that teaches the whole 
family the art of self-defense and physi- 
cal fitness, the right way for all the right 
reasons.” ROY FIRESTONE, Up Close, 3723-7), 


“Very well thought out. Very well pre- 
sented!" 
STEVE FARHOOD, Editor-in-Chief, ‘1! 9% 


“At long last Boxing has a real instruc- 
tional video!” RANDY GORDAN, 
New York State Athletic Commissioner/ 

Former TV Boxing Analyst 


“If Mickey Rourke and Mark Gastineau 
are serious about their boxing careers 
they should pick up Emile Griffith's 
Learn To Box, The Video.” 

DAN HIRSCHBERG, Boxing Today 


“With so many people taking up boxing 
training as an alternative to jogging or 
aerobics, this tape seemingly is an idea 
whose time has come. | recommend it 
highly.” 

BERNARD FERNANDEZ, Philadelphia Daily News 
“Dynamite ... A real winner!” binvie 

DENNIS CLANCY, Vice President, [VIRLAST 

"The best boxing training program I've 
ever seen!” 

JOE JOHNSON, Executive Director, National PAL 
“This tape will be a big seller. | guaran- 
tee it. The best of its kind.” 

JOE FRANKLIN, The Joe Franklin Show 


BE FIRST! 


This powerful 2-tape set is only $39.99 + $5.00 postage and handling. 
(New York State residents add applicable sales tax, include tax on postage and 
handling.) 

send Check or Money Order to: 

OFF THE CANVAS, Inc., P.O. Box 1124, Bellmore, New York 11710 


NAME 
ADDRESS 


CITY, STATE, ZIP APT # 


Available only in USA/VHS format. Foreign orders add $6.00 per order surcharge in 
International Money Order payable in U.S. Dollars only. 
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FLORIDA 


TAMPA—ICWA at the Sportatorium: 
Mr. Mickey Jay beat TV champion Mr. 
Nice in a non-title match ... The Sur- 
geon General defeated Big Bill Tyree 
... In a match in which the loser was 
handcuffed to the ropes and received 
10 lashes, Jim Backlund beat Mark 
Starr ... Tag team champions The 
Southern Posse wrestled The Latin 
Express to a double-countout in a no- 
disqualification match ... The Cuban 
Assassin beat Brett Sawyer to win the 
held-up heavyweight title. 

(03-11-92) 
—Shannon Rose 


TAMPA—ICWA at the Sportatorium: 
Big Bill Tyree defeated Mad Bill Pain 
... Mr. Mickey Jay beat The 
Stormtrooper in a_no-disqualification 
match ... TV champion Mr. Nice de- 
feated Mr. Electricity by disqualification 
... In a non-title strap match, Jim 
Backlund beat WING junior heavy- 
weight champion Mark Starr ... Tag 
team champions The Southern Posse 
defeated The Latin Express by dis- 
qualification ... Heavyweight champion 
The Cuban Assassin wrestled Brett 
Sawyer to a no-contest, after which the 
belt was held up. 

(03-04-92) 
—Shannon Rose 


JACKSONVILLE—WCW at the Coli- 
seum: Shanghai Pierce & Tex 
Slazenger beat Joey Maggs & Marcus 
Alexander Bagwell ... Vinnie Vegas 
pinned Erik Watts, but used the ropes 
for leverage . The Wrecking Crew 
defeated Johnny Gunn & Tom Zenk 

2 Cold Scorpio pinned Chris Be- 
noit ... Paul Orndorff defeated Cactus 
Jack ... US. champion Dustin 
Rhodes defeated Barry Windham in a 
bunkhouse match ... World champion 
Big Van Vader defeated Sting by dis- 
qualification . .. World tag team champi- 
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ons Shane Douglas & Rick Steamboat 
defeated Brian Pillman & Steve Austin 
when Douglas pinned Austin. 
(02-19-92) 

—Ron Lemieux 


LIVE OAK—WCW at Live Oak High 
School: Van Hammer defeated Vinnie 
Vegas Erik Watts pinned Tex 
Slazenger ... Marcus Alexander Bag- 
well beat Shanghai Pierce ... The 
Wrecking Crew defeated Tom Zenk & 
Johnny Gunn ... Cactus Jack defeat- 


ed Paul Orndorff ... U.S. champion 
Dustin Rhodes defeated Barry 
Windham. 
(02-19-92) 

—Ed Dennis 
GEORGIA 


MACON—WCW at the Coliseum: 
Steve Austin & Brian Pillman beat 
Rick Steamboat & Shane Douglas to 
win the World tag team belts when 
Pillman pinned Steamboat . Erik 
Watts beat Vinnie Vegas in a WCW TV 
title tournament semifinal ... Paul Orn- 
dortf pinned Erik Watts in the tourna- 
ment final to win the vacant TV title ... 
U.S. champion Dustin Rhodes beat Rip 

ogers ... Paul Orndorff pinned 
Chuck Coates ... Davey Boy Smith 
defeated Mike Thor ... Maxx Payne 
beat Joey Maggs ... Dustin Rhodes 
battled Paul Orndorff to a double-count- 
out ... Rick Steamboat, Shane Doug- 
las, & Dustin Rhodes beat Steve Aus- 
tin, Brian Pillman, & Barry Windham 
when Steamboat pinned Pillman ... 
Paul Orndorff beat Brad Anderson .., 
2 Cold Scorpio & Marcus Alexander 
Bagwell beat The Wrecking Crew. 
(03-03-92) 

—Ed Crawford 


KENTUCKY 


LOUISVILLE—USWA at Louisville 
Gardens: Eddie Gilbert pinned Doug 
Gilbert ... Dutch Mantel beat Brian 
Christopher by disqualification 
Southern champion Jeff ‘Jarrett beat 
The Rock ‘'n’ Roll Phantom Il ... 
USWA champion Jerry Lawler battled 
Randy Savage to a double-countout. 
(03-09-92) 

—Sean Underhill 


LOUISVILLE—WWF at Louisville 


Gardens: Terry Taylor beat Reno 
Riggins ... Crush forced Skinner to 
submit . - Giant Gonzales beat Virgil 

_ Nasty. Boy Jerry Sags defeated Ir- 
win R. Schyster ... Doink pinned Tito 


Santana “Mr. Perfect’ Curt 
Hennig beat Papa Shango ... Damian 
Demento beat Jim Powers ... World 


champion Bret Hart defeated Bam Bam 
Bigelow. 
(03-06-92) 

—Sean Underhill 


ILLINOIS 


CHICAGO—WCW at UIC Pavilion: 2 
Cold Scorpio beat Scotty Flamingo 
. Maxx Payne defeated Rip Rogers 
. Vinnie Vegas beat Van Hammer in 
an arm-wrestling contest ... Erik Watts 
& Steve Regal beat Tex Slazenger & 
Shanghai Pierce ... Van Hammer de- 
feated Vinnie Vegas ... Paul Orndorff 
defeated Cactus Jack ... In a non-title 
match, NWA champion Barry Windham 
beat U.S. champion Dustin Rhodes ... 
World champion Big Van Vader beat 
Sting ... Tag team champions Shane 
Douglas & Rick Steamboat beat Brian 
Pillman & Steve Austin. 
(02-28-92) 
—Jack Ferm 


ROSEMONT—WWF at the Rosemont 
Horizon: Tito Santana beat The Preda- 


tor ... Virgil beat Repo Man ... Bob 
Backlund beat Papa Shango ... Ran- 
dy Savage defeated Intercontinental 


champion Shawn Michaels by disquali- 
fication ... World tag team champions 
Money inc. beat The Nasty Boys ... 
Rick & Scott Steiner beat The Beverly 
Brothers The Undertaker beat 
Yokozuna by disqualification. 
(02-20-92) 

—Lenny Hovis 


MARYLAND 


DUNDALK—Mid-Atlantic Wrestling 
Federation at the Steel Town Entertain- 
ment Complex: Mark Osbourne beat 
The Russian Assassin ... Zoltar beat 
Reggie Royce .. A.C. Golden defeat- 
ed Axl Rotten ... MAWF champion Lu- 
cifer defeated Joe Thunder ... The 
Outrageous Ones beat The Sonic Ex- 
press to win the MAWF tag team title 

. The Lightning Kid beat Jimmy 
Jannetty by disqualification ... Bob 
Starr beat C.C. Danger ... The Cream 


This special feature is for all fans who want to know who won and 
who lost. . .and how. Init, we present results from a full month of 
action across the nation and around the world, culled from the 
pages of the Pro Wrestling Illustrated Weekly newsletter; readers 
of PWI Weekly received these results just days after the cards 
took place. If you would like to join professional wrestling’s 
largest network of correspondents, wnite to: ‘Arena Report” c/o 
Pro Wrestling Ilustrated, Box 48, Rockville Centre, NY 11571. 


Team beat The Tokyo Terrors ... 
Ramblin’ Rich defeated T-Bone Strong 
... Sasheem pinned Trent Young. 

(03-06-92) 2 
—Sidney Johnson iil 


BALTIMORE—WCW at the Arena: 
Erik Watts & Steve Regal beat Tex 
Slazenger & Shanghai Pierce when 
Regal pinned Slazenger ... 2 Cold 
Scorpio pinned Scotty Flamingo ... 
Van Hammer pinned Vinnie Vegas ... 
In a lumberjack match, Cactus Jack 
pinned Paul Orndorff ... U.S. champi- 
on Dustin Rhodes beat NWA champion 
Barry Windham by disqualification in a 
match in which only Rhodes’ title was 
on the line ... Tag team champions 
Rick Steamboat & Shane Douglas 


beat Brian Pillman & Steve Austin’ 


when Douglas pinned Pillman ... World 
champion Big Van Vader pinned Sting 
in no-disqualification match. 
(02-25-92) 

—Timothy A. Walker 


LANDOVER—WWF at the Capital 
Centre: Damian Demento pinned Jim 
Powers ... The Headshrinkers beat 
High Energy when Fatu pinned Owen 
Hart ... Tatanka pinned Skinner ... 
Kamala pinned Kim Chee ... ‘‘Mr. 
Perfect” Curt Hennig pinned Doink 
the Clown (substituting for Razor Ra- 


mon) ... World champion Bret Hart 
pinned Bam Bam Bigelow. 
(02-20-92) 

—Ray Ney 
MASSACHUSETTS 


GRAFTON—Independent card at the 
high school: Killer Kowalski beat The 
Honky Tonk Man by disqualification . .. 
Chris Duffy battled Tony Roy to a time- 
limit draw Rosebud & Smoky 
Thing beat Brittany Brown & Hercules 
Hutchins Terror Rising beat 
Smooth Operator .. . Bulldozer battled 
Mad Dog Richard to a double-disqualifi- 


cation Perry Saturn beat Tim 
McMeany. 
(03-06-92) 

—Tony DiMona 
MICHIGAN 


AUBURN HILLS—WWF at The Pal- 
ace: Skinner pinned Jim Powers ... 


Crush beat Papa Shango ... Virgil 
beat Terry Taylor Bam Bam 
Bigelow pinned Typhoon ... Randy 


Savage beat Jerry Lawler by countout 
... Kamala pinned Kim Chee ... Rick 
& Scott Steiner defeated The Beverly 
Brothers The Undertaker beat 
Yokozuna by disqualification. 
(02-27-92) 

—Brad McMillian 


DETROIT—WCW at Cobo Arena: 
Erik Watts & Steve Regal beat Shang- 
hai Pierce & Tex Slazenger ... Maxx 
Payne beat Denny Kass ., . Van Ham- 
mer pinned Vinnie Vegas ... 2 Cold 
Scorpio beat Scotty Flamingo . .. Paul 
Orndorff beat Cactus Jack ... In a 
non-title match, NWA champion Barry 
Windham beat U.S. champion Dustin 
Rhodes ... World champion Big Van 
Vader beat Sting by disqualification ... 
Brian Pillman & Steve Austin beat tag 
team champions Rick Steamboat & 
Shane Douglas by disqualification. 
(02-27-92) 

—Frank Milter 


MINNESOTA 


MINNEAPOLIS—WWF at the Target 
Center: Doink beat Typhoon .,. “Mr. 
Perfect” Curt Hennig defeated Razor 
Ramon ... The Headshrinkers beat 
High Energy ... Kamala defeated Kim 
Chee ... World champion Bret Hart 
beat Bam Bam Bigelow. 

(02-19-92) 
—Ron Joseph 


MISSOURI 


COLUMBIA—WWF at the Hearnes 
Center: Terry Taylor pinned Stevie Ray 
following a powerslam .. . Crush defeat- 
ed Skinner by submission ... Giant 
Gonzales pinned Virgil ... Nasty Boy 
Jerry Sags pinned Irwin R. Schyster 
following a rollup. Schyster had scored 
a pin with his feet on the ropes, but it 


was disallowed ... Damian Demento 
pinned Jim Powers following a 
neckbreaker ... Curt Hennig pinned 


Papa Shango with an inside cradle ... 
Doink the Clown pinned Tito Santana 
... WWF World champion Bret Hart 
pinned Bam Bam Bigelow. 
(03-05-92) 

—Sheila Brynjulfson 


NEW YORK 


GLEN HEAD—IWCCW at North 
Shore High School: Gino Caruso 
pinned Tex Mex ... Makumba pinned 
The Rockin’ Rebel ... Ray Odyssey 
defeated Flex Lavender ... Tommy 
Dreamer won a 15-man battle royal, 
eliminating Chris Candido to win... 
IWCCW tag team champions The 
Sioux War Party beat Jimmy Deo & 
L.A. Gore ... The Tasmaniac beat 
Chris Candido ... Greg Valentine 
pinned Tommy Dreamer with his feet 
on the ropes. 

(03-05-92) 
—Terry Senercia 


NEW YORK—WWF Monday Night Raw 
at the Manhattan Center: Curt Hennig 
beat Rick Martel ... Lex Luger defeat- 
ed P.J. Walker ... Rick & Scott Stein- 
er defeated Duane Gill & Barry Hardy 
.-. World tag team champions Money 
Inc. beat Tito Santana & Virgil when 
Irwin R. Schyster pinned Virgil ... 
Tatanka beat Phil Apollo ... Papa 
Shango defeated Mike Edwards ... 
Bob Backlund defeated Tony DePalo 

. World champion Bret Hart beat 
Fatu by submission ... Doink the 
Clown beat Koko B. Ware by 
submission, 


(03-01-92) —Haley Robbins 


UNIONDALE—WWF at the Nassau 
Coliseum: Virgil beat Terry Taylor ... 
Bam Bam Bigelow beat Typhoon ... 
Kamala pinned Kim Chee ... Jerry 
Lawler pinned Big Bossman with his 
feet on the ropes ... Crush forced 
Papa Shango to submit ... Skinner 
beat Jim Powers ... The Undertaker 
beat Yokozuna by disqualification ... 
Rick & Scott Steiner beat The Beverly 
Brothers. 

(02-26-92) 
—Robbie Steinert 


NORTH CAROLINA 


ELKIN—PWF at the Armory: PWF 
champion Italian Stallion defeated Aus- 
tin Steele in a lumberjack match ... 
Junior heavyweight champion George 
South beat Cruel Connection Il ... 
Flaming Youth & Star Ryder defeated 
Russian Assassin & Killdozer 


Scotty McKeever beat Gentleman 
James. 
(03-12-92) 

—Frank Leary 


RALEIGH—WCW at Dorton Arena: 
Steve Regal battled Vinnie Vegas to a 
time-limit draw ... Maxx Payne. defeat- 
ed Erik Watts ... 2 Cold Scorpio & 
Marcus Alexander Bagwell beat Tex 
Slazenger & Shanghai Pierce ... Brad 
Armstrong pinned The Barbarian ... 
Cactus Jack pinned Paul Orndorff ... 
In a U.S. title match, U.S. champion 
Dustin Rhodes beat NWA champion 
Barry Windham ... World champion 
Big Van Vader beat Sting by disqualifi- 
cation ... World tag team champions 
Brian Pillman & Steve Austin beat 
Rick Steamboat & Shane Douglas. 
(03-07-92) 

—David Faber 


63 


ASHEVILLE—WCW’s SuperBraw1 Ill 
at the Civic Center: Brian Pillman & 
Steve Austin defeated Erik Watts & 
Marcus Alexander Bagwell when 
Pillman pinned Bagwell ... 2 Cold 
Scorpio pinned Chris Benoit following 
a rollup at 19:59, one second before 
time expired ... Davey Boy Smith 
pinned ‘‘Wild’’ Bill Irwin following a 
powerslam ... Cactus Jack defeated 
Paul Orndorff in a falls-count-anywhere 
match when he pinned Orndorff in the 
ring after blasting him with a shovel .. . 
The Rock ’n’ Roll Express beat The 
Heavenly Bodies when Robert Gibson 
pinned Tom Prichard after an attempt 
at outside interference by Bobby Eaton 
backfired ... U.S. champion Dustin 
Rhodes beat Maxx Payne (substituting 
for Ron Simmons) by disqualification 
when Payne pulled referee Mike Adkins 
into Rhodes ... Barry Windham pinned 
The Great Muta following a DDT to win 
the NWA title ... Big Van Vader beat 
Sting in a ‘White Castle Of Fear’ strap 
match. 

(02-21-92) 
—Burton Crane 


OREGON 


PORTLAND—Championship Wres- 
tling USA at the Sports Arena: Buddy 
Wayne beat Dane Rush by disqualifica- 
tion ... Bart Sawyer pinned Jesse 
Barr ... The Samoan Nightmares beat 
John Rambo & Nick Danger ... Her- 
cules battled Max Steele to a no-con- 
test... C.W. Bergstrom & Larry Oliver 
beat Lou Andrews &’ Bruiser Brian 
when Bergstrom pinned Brian ... Jim- 
my “‘Superfly’’ Snuka pinned Col. 
DeBeers. 

(03-06-92) 
—Kenn Jones 


PORTLAND—Championship Wres- 
tling USA at the Sports Arena: Nick 
Danger fought to a 10-minute draw with 
Lou Andrews ... The Samoan Night- 
mares battled to a 15-minute draw with 
Mike Winner & Max Steele ... Jimm 
Snuka beat John Rambo by disqualifi- 
cation when Col. DeBeers interfered 
.,. Bart Sawyer beat Col. DeBeers by 
disqualification when DeBeers used a 
foreign object .., Mike Miller pinned 
Bruiser Brian ... C.W. Bergstrom & 
Larry Oliver beat Jesse Barr & Dane 
Rush when Bergstrom pinned Rush. 
(02-27-92) 

—Kenn Jones 


TENNESSEE 


MEMPHIS—USWA at Mid-South Coli- 
seum: PG-13 beat Hurricane Hatchet & 
Miss Texas when Wolfie D pinned Tex- 
as ... Dan Davis defeated J.C. Ice 
(Jamie Dundee) to win the middle- 
weight title ... In a loser-leaves-town 
match, Eddie Gilbert beat Doug Gilbert 
after throwing fire at his chest ... Brian 
Christopher & Big Black Dog defeated 
The Moondogs io win the tag team title 
when Brian pinned Spot ... Southern 
champion Jeff Jarrett beat Scotty Fla- 
mingo ... Heavyweight champion Jerry 
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Lawler battled Randy Savage to a dou- 
ble-countout. 
(03-08-92) 

—Mark Mitchell 


MEMPHIS—USWA at Mid-South Coli- 
seum: A tournament to determine the 
first USWA middleweight champion 
went as follows: FIRST ROUND: Miss 
Texas defeated Leslie Belanger ... 
Jamie Dundee beat Hurricane Hatchet 
... Master of Terror defeated Chris 
Michaels ... Dan Davis beat Wofie D 
... SEMIFINALS: Dundee beat Miss 
Texas ... Davis defeated Master of Ter- 
ror ... FINAL: Dundee beat Davis ... 
Doug Gilbert defeated Eddie Gilbert 
.., Jeff Jarrett beat Brian Christopher 
to win the Southern title... In a no-time 
limit, no-disqualification match pitting 
Richard Lee’s hair against Mike Sam- 
ples’ hair, Ron & Don Harris defeated 
The Moondogs when Don pinned 
Splash ... Jerry Lawler, Jeff Jarrett, 
& Giant Gonzales beat Ron & Don 
Harris & Brian Christopher when 
Gonzales pinned Christopher. 
(03-01-92) 

—Mark Mitchell 


MORRISTOWN—All American Wres- 
tling at Witt Elementary School: Keith 
Hart beat Eddie Golden ... Skyfire 
beat John Manson by disqualification 
... Lover Boy Lyons defeated Steve 


Wallen ... The Mad Dogs beat The 
Young Guns ... Dan Cooley pinned 
The Assassin ... Ric Zee beat David 


O ... Mike Samson pinned Shogun 
Warrior ... Stan Lee beat J.D. H 
... The Young Guns beat The Wild 
Side ... Jimmy Valiant & Danny Mil- 
lion beat The Wild Samoan when Mil- 
lion pinned Samoan Il. 
(02-27-92) 

—Bill Needham 


JOHNSON CITY—Smoky Mountain 
at Freedom Hall: TV champion Tim 
Horner beat The Nightstalker ... Jim- 
my Golden beat Killer Kyle ... Tag 
team champions The Heavenly Bodies 
defeated The Stud Stable ... Brian 
Lee defeated Kevin Sullivan in a falls- 
count-anywhere bout ... Heavyweight 
champion “Dirty White Boy’’ Tony An- 
thony defeated Tracey Smothers by 
disqualification. 

(02-21-92) 
—Tim Meadows 


DECATUR—Southern Wrestling As- 
sociation at Meigs High School: Night 
Rider wrestled Alex Shan to a draw... 
Mark Mosey pinned Jerry Manual ... 
Chic White & Tennessee Equalizer de- 
feated Scott Taylor & Tim Buckner .. . 
Sandman defeated Mike Powers ... 
Keith Hart, Tony Prichard, & Mark 
Posey defeated The Regulators & E.F. 
Hutton in a steel cage match. 
(02-21-92) 

—Bill Needham 


TEXAS 
DALLAS—GWF at the Sportatorium: 


Ray Evans pinned Chad Starr .. . Cal- 
vin Knapp pinned Steven Dane after 


interference by Alex Porteau ... lan 
Rotten defeated Francis Buxton by 


countout ... In a Texas death match, 
Stevie Ray pinned Black Bart... John 
Tatum pinned Terry Simms .,. Chaz 
Taylor pinned Alex Porteau ... Chris 
Adams defeated Rod Price by disquali- 
fication ... Killer Brooks pinned Mike 
Davis in a cage match. 
(03-12-92) 

—Freddie Fargo 


MESQUITE—United Wrestling Allli- 
ance at Villa Inn: Texas Animal pinned 
Chad Champion when his manager, 
Tony Rumble, sprayed a foreign sub- 
stance in Champion's eyes ... Jimmy 
James & The Ebony Prince defeated 
The Unknown & The Crusher when 
James pinned Unknown ,.. King Kong 
& Awesome Kong defeated Pat 
Kealoha & Chris Barrett when King 
pinned Kealoha ... Iceman Parsons & 
Action Jackson defeated Alex Porteau 
& Ray Evans when Parsons pinned Ev- 
ans ... Scotty Braddock battled John 
Hawk to a double-disqualification. 
(03-10-92) 

—Kevin Boswell 


DALLAS—Big D Championship 
Wrestling at the Rocket Palace: Ray Ev- 
ans beat Chad Almont ... Terry 
Simms defeated Rod Price by disquali- 
fication ... Chris Adams beat King 


Tatum. 
(02-28-92) 
—Freddie Fargo 
DALLAS—GWF at the Sportatorium: 
Kit Carson pinned Tex Toby ... Terry 
Simms wrestled Johnny Mantell to a 
time-limit draw ... Light heavyweight 
champion Calvin Knapp beat Alex 
Porteau ... Booker T pinned lan Rot- 
ten ... Chris Adams beat Black Bart 
... lan Rotten pinned Chad Starr ... 
Killer Brooks battled Mike Davis to a 
no-contest ... Stevie Ray pinned John 
Tatum. 
(02-26-92) 
—Freddie Fargo 


VIRGINIA 


STUARTS DRAFT—American Cham- 
pionship Wrestling: Rolling Thunder 
pinned Johnny Blast ... Jimmy White 
pinned Bruiser Bob Ross following a 
DDT ... The Terminator (managed by 
Wildside Inc.) pinned Ray Storm with a 
small package ... Bu Maddox pinned 
Roger Anderson following a ‘‘Franken- 
steiner” ... Wahoo McDaniel & Doug 
Gibson defeated Joe Powers & 
Eclipso in a Texas death match when 
McDaniel pinned Eclipso. 

(02-28-92) 
—Anne See 


WEST VIRGINIA 


COWEN—PWF at the elementary 
school: PWF champion Italian Stallion 
beat Austin Steele ... Junior heavy- 


weight champion George South beat 
Cruel Connection Il ... Scotty 
McKeever beat Mad Dog ... Gentle- 
man James defeated Killdozer ... 
Flaming Youth beat Gladiator Il. 
(03-06-92) 

—Thomas North 


POINT PLEASANT—PWF at Point 
Pleasant High School: Heavyweight 
champion Italian Stallion defeated Aus- 
tin Steele . Junior heavyweight 
champion George South beat Scotty 
McKeever ... Tag team champions 
Flaming Youth & Star Ryder beat Cru- 
el Connection | & Il when Youth 
pinned Il ... Gladiator Il beat Mad 


Dog. 
(02-27-92) 
—Howard Luckman 


SYDNEY—Australian Wrestling Fed- 
eration at the Music Hall: Greg Smith 
beat A.J. Freely ... Mark Mercedes 


beat Bobby Blaze ... Joe & Dean 
Malenko beat Con lakobities & Rico 
Fredrico ... Junkyard Dog battled Jim 
Neidhart to a double-disqualification . . . 
Jushin Liger pinned Chris Benoit ... 
Con lakobities won a 14-man battle 
royal ... In a match to determine the 
first AWF heavyweight champion, Jake 
Roberts pinned Don Muraco. 
(03-04-92) 

—Frank Shanley 


BRISBANE—AWF World Class Wres- 
tling at the Arena: Bobby Blaze beat 
Rico Fredrico ... Con lakovidis beat 
A.J. Freely ... Joe & Dean Malenko 
defeated Mark Mercedes & Greg Smit 
... Junkyard Dog beat Don Muraco 
... Jushin Liger defeated Chris Benoit 
... Jim Neidhart beat Jake Roberts. 
(02-25-92) 

—Frank Shanly 


CANADA 


CLOVERDALE, BRITISH COLUM- 
BiA—West Coast Championship Wres- 
tling at the Cloverdale Arena: Randy 
Tyler beat Mike Roselli... Charlie Ca- 
nuck beat Randy Taylor ... Rocky 
DeLasare beat Verne Seibert by count- 
out... The Mighty Quinn defeated 
The Wild Samoan Hitman ... Moon- 
dog Moretti defeated Buddy Wayne 
... “Diamond” Timothy Flowers beat 
Michelle Starr ... Ole Olsen & 
Firefighter Adrian beat Akam Singh & 
Mr. Tomko when Olsen pinned Singh 
... In a 15-man battle royal for $1,000, 
Moondog Moretti & ‘‘Diamond” Timo- 
thy Flowers refused to eliminate each 


other and split the prize. 


(03-13-92) 
—Stuart Kemp 


ENGLAND 


MANCHESTER—WCW at the G/Mex 
Center: Johnny B. Badd beat Scotty 
Flamingo ... Maxx Payne beat Mi- 
chael Hayes ... Davey Boy Smith 
pinned Vinnie Vegas ... Rick Rude 
defeated Van Hammer ... Big Van 
Vader beat Cactus Jack ... World 
champion Sting beat Paul Orndorff. 
(03-13-92) 

—Ben Ford 


LONDON—WCW at Wembley Arena: 
Sting pinned Big Van Vader to win the 
WCW World championship ... Davey 
Boy Smith beat Rick Rude by disquali- 
fication ... Van Hammer pinned Scotty 
Flamingo ... Johnny B. Badd beat 
Vinnie Vegas ... Maxx Payne beat 
Cactus Jack ... In a non-title match, 
U.S. champion Dustin Rhodes battled 
NWA champion Barry Windham to a 
double-countout ... TV champion Paul 
Orndorff beat Michael Hayes. 
(03-11-92) 

—Colin Bowman 


NORWICH—All-Star at the Corn Ex- 
change: Chic Cullen defeated ‘Iron’ 
Mike Roberts ... Frankie Sloane bat- 
tled Sandy Scott to a no-contest ... 
The American Avalanche (formerly 
known as P.N. News) defeated Giant 
Haystacks by disqualification ... The 


~ Super Flys defeated Mad Dog Wilson 


& Mickey Gold. 
(02-13-92) 
—John Bultitude 


FRANCE 


NEVERS—European Wrestling Feder- 
ation at Maison de Sports: Zaire cham- 
pion Prince Zefy wrestled Jessy Texas 
to a draw ... The Cannonball defeated 
heavyweight champion Flash Gordon 
by disqualification ... The Travesti 
Man beat Roland DeVancouver ... 
French women's champion Brigitte 
Borne pinned Belgium champion Leo 
Dewerth ... Flash Gordon, Roland 
DeVancouver, & Price Zefy defeated 
Jesse Texas, The Cannonball, & 
Travesti Man in a six-man elimination 
match. 

(02-19-92) 
—Robert Edihauser 


JAPAN 


OFUNATO—New Japan Pro Wres- 
tling at the Gymnasium: TNT, Hercules, 
& Scott Norton beat Akira Nogami, 
The Great Muta, & Riki Choshu ... 
Osamu Kido & Masa Chono beat Hor- 
ace Boulder & Tony St. Clair... The 
Great Kabuki & Shiro Koshinaka de- 
feated Tatsumi Fujinami & Takiyuki 
lizuka ... Pegasus Kid & Dean 
Malenko beat Jushin Liger & El 
Samurai. 

(03-11-92) 
—Koichi Yoshizawa 


NOSHIRO—New Japan Pro Wres- 
tling at the Gymnasium: Horace Boul- 
der, TNT, & Scott Norton beat 
Takayuki lizuka, The Great Muta, & 
Tatsumi Fujinami ... Masa Chono & 
Riki Choshu defeated The Great Kabu- 
ki & Toshi Aoyagi ... Hiro Saito, Tar- 
zan Goto, & Super Strong Machine 
beat Akitoshi Saito, Kuniaki 
Kobayashi, & Rusher Kimura ... Tony 


.St. Clair & Hercules defeated The 


Black Cat & Akira Nogami ... El Sam- 
urai, Jushin Liger, & Osamu Kido de- 
feated Norio Honaga, Pegasus Kid, & 
Dean Malenko ... Nishimura beat Yuji 
Nagata ... Satoru Kojima defeated 
Takimutsu Ishizawa. 

(03-10-92) 


—Koichi Yoshizawa 


HISTORY 


CANADA 


EDMONTON—NAWA at the Pavilion: 
Dave Ruhl battled Mighty Ursus to a 
time-limit draw ... George Torontos 
pinned Rick Renaldo ... John Foti 
pinned Jack Kris ... Sandor Kovacs 
pinned Bill Wright ... Killer Kowalski 
pinned Count Bruga. 

(05-29-62) 
—PWI archives 


TORONTO—Independent at Maple 
Leaf Gardens: Fred Atkins battled Mur- 
ray Cummings to a time-limit draw ... 
Eric the Red defeated Ron Johnson 
... The Oklahoma Kid pinned Rusty 
Runnells ... Tiger Jeet Singh pinned 
Dan Miller ... Whipper Watson & Bull- 
dog Brower defeated Wild Bull Curry 
& Dutch Momberg by disqualification 

. The Assassin defeated Edouard 
Carpentier by countout. 

(05-12-68) 
—The Toronto Star 


NEW YORK 


NEW YORK—WWF at Madison 
Square Garden: Akira Maeda pinned 
Rene Goulet ... Jesse Ventura pinned 
Salvatore Bellomo ... Women’s World 
champion Fabulous Moolah defeated 
Cowgirl Shaloo ... Mr. Fuji & Tiger 
Chung Lee defeated B. Brian Blair & 
Tony Garea ... The Wild Samoans 
defeated Bobo Brazil, Rocky Johnson, 
& S.D. Jones ... Jimmy Snuka defeat- 
ed Greg Valentine by disqualification 
... Roddy Piper beat Ivan Putski by 
disqualification ... Paul Orndorff de- 
feated Intercontinental champion Tito 
Santana by disqualification ... In a boot 
camp match, Sgt. Slaughter battled 
The Iron Sheik to a double-disqualifica- 
tion .,. George Steele pinned Terry 
Daniels ... World champion Hulk Ho- 
gan pinned ‘‘Dr. D”’ David Shultz. 


(05-21-84) 
—Chris Crystal 
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Dear Sandy, 

It so happened that because of an 
unusual overlap of work and promo- 
tion, the three wrestlers you mention 
happened to be stuck in the Canton 
area during that week, and would 
loved to have given your best friend 
the surprise of her life. Unfortunately, 
because you failed to include either an 
address or phone number, I could not 
reach you to make arrangements. Not 
to fret: Most likely another opportuni- 
ty like this will occur in the year 2036, 
at which time your friend can wipe 
Hart’s chin clean from the food that 
comes drooling from his toothless 
mouth. See you then. 


Dear Eddie, 

I am of the opinion that Curt 
Hennig is the best wrestler in the 
world. His ‘“‘perfectplex’’ is the best 
finishing maneuver in the business. 
What is your opinion? 

JUSTIN D. PAGONA 
Lynn, MA 
Dear Justin, 

It was nearly 10 years ago that I 
traveled to your sleepy hometown of 
Lynn with Bill Apter for my first-ever 


OFF THE TOP ROPE 
(Continued from page 18) 


road trip. Back then I was still in awe 
of “Bronco Bill’’ and remember how 
embarrassed I was when we arrived in 
our hotel room and I realized the 
stench following us from the airport 
did not come from the nearby garbage 
dump, but from the man whose twin 
bed was but three feet from mine. 
That night, Kerry Von Erich treated 
reporters to a wild, rambling discourse 
on wrestling, responsibility, and Chris- 
tianity. Jake Roberts shared that the 
loneliness of the road might be reduced 
by a pet; he was still considering what 
kind. Chris Adams had to be coaxed 
from the dressing room, as marital 
problems dominated his thoughts. Lat- 
er, we sat peacefully at a Chinese res- 
taurant and watched 465-pound One 
Man Gang actually say to a smallish 
waiter, “I'll take one of everything.” 
Memories of Lynn. Curt Hennig? He 
wasn’t there. 


Dear Eddie, 

I have been a fan of yours for years 
and appreciate your opinion for what 
it is: the truth. Having met several 
wrestlers, I was surprised that most 
“fan favorites’ are such jerks. Just 


x~ 


Resolved: “Mr. Perfect”? Curt Hennig’s ‘‘perfectplex’’ is a great finishing maneuver. However, I have 
more important things to write about. See above. 
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I disagree with those who say Erik Watts’ rookie 
year success came solely because his father, Bill 
Watts, was WCW vice president. 
because a wrestler sticks to the rules 
doesn’t necessarily make them a won- 
derful person. Additionally, voting for 
the year-end awards is tilted toward 
fan favorites. Case in point: Erik 
Watts capturing Rookie of the Year 
honors. One of these days, the fans 
will realize Erik is mediocre at best, 
though his father’s influence was cer- 
tainly first-rate. It gets depressing, 
which is why I admire the fact you’ve 
never backed down from a battle. As 
for me, I think I’ll just eat a bag of 
Chee-tos and watch the Home Shop- 
ping Club. 

SHAINA MARTIN 

Grand Prairie, TX 
Dear Shaina, 

First of all, just because you litter 
me with kind words doesn’t mean I 
have to like you, or agree with you. I 
don’t, on both counts. Bill Watts may 
not be able to run a federation, but he 
is an honest man and would never in- 
tervene on behalf of his son. Secondly, 
a sweet young thing like yourself 
shouldn’t be home alone, stuffing her 
face with high-fat junk food, especially 
when a nice bunch of folks are having 
a party practically in your own neigh- 
borhood. Just hop on Highway 35, 
exit at Waco, and make a left by the 
FBI roadblock. When you get to the 
compound walls, tell them I sent 
you. O 


THIS MONTH IN... 


RESTLIN 
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The 10 steps HULK HOGAN must take 
to make Hulkamania rule again! 


Wonderful again! The resurrection of 
WCW TV champion PAUL ORNDORFF 


PLUS... 

CRUSH targets DOINK—and wrestling 
is grateful... BRIAN PILLMAN and 
STEVE AUSTIN—the tag team RICK 

STEAMBOAT and SHANE DOUGLAS 
could have been! .. . THE ROCK 'N’ 

ROLL EXPRESS—still guests of honor at 
the headbanger’s ball! 


All this—and much more... 
in the June 1993 issue of 
Wrestle Amenca 


NOW ON SALE! 


Special section: wrestling’s fastest, 
strongest, and toughest—the experts 
decide! 


Has the WWF buried THE 
UNDERTAKER’S title hopes? 


PLUS... 

Superstar Dream Match: BIG VAN 
VADER vs. YOKOZUNA ... CURT 
HENNIG and RICK MARTEL: A world 
apart... Wake up, CACTUS JACK and 
PAUL ORNDORFF: Your real enemy is 
HARLEY RACE! .. . MISSY and RIC 
FLAIR— Whooooo! 


All this—and much more... 
in the June 1993 issue of 
Wrestling Superstars 


NOW ON SALE! 
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THE STORY YOU WON'T GET ON TV 
COULD BE IN YOUR MAILBOX! 


For over a decade, PWI has been bringing the wrestling arena (and the locker 
room) to the fans. No other wrestling magazine that covers the entire spec- 
trum of the sport can boast of the same quality writers, editors, and photogra- 
phers. PWI is acknowledged worldwide as the best! 


EXCLUSIVE FEATURES 


PWI’s award-winning staff is always where the action is, providing the most 
complete coverage of wrestling available anywhere. From the great staff of 
writers, through the dramatic peak-action photographs, to the magnificent full- 
color centerfold—PWI brings you wrestling action at its best. PWI includes 
exclusive features you can’t get anywhere else: Our comprehensive ‘Arena 
Reports” ... Eddie Eliner’s lively and controversial “Off The Top Rope” ... 
An incisive ‘‘Press Conference” with one of the sport’s top stars .. . Extensive 
“Ratings” . . . “Scouting Reports” ... “Time Capsules” ... And don’t forget: 
Your subscription to PWI includes the spectacular 100-page year-end issue, 
priced at $3.50 on the newsstand (if you can find it!). 


THREE WAYS TO SUBSCRIBE 


® Now available for the first time, a six-month subscription to PW/. Six power- 
packed issues will be delivered right to your door for just $15. 

@ Order a one-year subscription to PW/ and receive two issues free! You'll 
get 14 issues for just $30—a 17% savings off the regular newsstand price. 
@To receive the greatest savings, order a two-year subscription to PW/ at the 
low price of $60 and receive six issues free! That’s 30 issues for the cost of 
24, a 25% savings off the regular newsstand rate! 


Don’t miss a single issue! Subscribe today! 


foto orton -- 


Yes, | would like to subscribe to PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 

(1) | am enclosing $15 for a six-month subscription 

0 | am enclosing $30 for a one-year subscription with the understanding that | will receive two issues free for a total of 14 monthly issues 
1 | am enclosing $60 for a two-year subscription with the understanding that | will receive six issues free for a total of 30 monthly issues 
(Pennsylvania residents, please add 6% sales tax). 

Please indicate method of payment 

( Check or money order (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 
VISA # 
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Send to: London Publishing Co. a 
BG. Bs wD 9 CNew “Renewal PWI FAN CLUB 
Ft. Washington, PA 19034 MEMBERS: 
Provide your club 

Name membership number and take an 
Address Apt. additional 10% off on 

aes : 
City State Zip subscriptions of one or two years!) 


Price offer good in U.S. and Canada only. Foreign countries: $19.80 for six months; $39.60 for one year; $79.20 for two years. (International money order in 
U.S. funds only for orders outside U.S. ). Please allow up to eight weeks before you receive your first issue. 
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When it comes to wrestling, Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
magazine has all the inside information you want and it’s 
only a phone call away. 


lf it happens in the ring, the locker room, or on the road, 
you'll hear it here first. 


To get all the breaking stories from every federation, call 
the Pro Wrestling Illustrated Hotline now and you'll be the 
first to learn about... 


Exclusive news from behind the scenes 
Upcoming events 

Up-to-date results from around the world 
Title changes and transactions 
Up-to-date ratings 

Wrestler of the week 


Plus e e e lell the editors of Pro Wrestling illustrated what you 
want to see in the magazine. Dictate a letter to the Editor-in-Chief. 
Selected letters will be printed in Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 


CALL NOW 


IN THE U.S, 1-900-884-4P WI 
IN THE U.K. 0898 805 530 
IN IRELAND 1550 151 805 


For This service is available on both 
(4 totary-dial and touch-tone phones 


* Cost per minute in the United States is $1.49 per. Cost per minute in the 
United Kingdom is 36p cheap rate and 48p at all other times incl. VAT. 
Cost per minute in Ireland is 24p economy, 36p off-peak, 48p peak. 
Kids, get your parents’ permission. 
BCM Box 6424, London, WC1N 3XX 


UPDATED EVERY MONDAY AND 
THURSDAY NIGHT 
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